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## 5274171525 MAJOR REAL ESTATE DEVELOPMENT

KEYWORDS: HOUSING/ SENIORS/ URBAN/ LUMPINI PARK.
LIKHITSRI PHUTTHITHANAKORN: URBAN HOUSING PREPARATION FOR THE
ELDERLY OF THAILAND: A CASE STUDY OF A SENIORS' CLUB IN LUMPINI
PARK, BANGKOK. ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. TRIRAT JARUTACH, 203 pp.

The 2™ National Plan on the Elderly includes measures to suoport the elderly by assigning government/private
sectors and communities to participate in providing appropriate housing environments for seniors. The increasing percentage of
the population made up by the elderly in Thailand makes imperative the necessity to provide appropriate housing in order to
support the "Aging Soctety” with a good quality of life and to relieve the burden on communities and the government.

The objective of the current study was (1) to examine the social situation of the elderly, including their economic, and
health status, and social activities (2) to examine living conditions and housing demands (3} to propose ways to approach
housing preparation for the elderly to agencies in the government sector, the private sector, and state enterprises. The study
participants were from the Bangkok metropolitan area. Lumpini Park was the study field, while the sampling group was an elderly
club aged = 50 years old. The methodology included observation, survey, questionnaire of 290 cases, In-depth interview with 10
representatives from the club and two-focus groups with 5 seniors for each group in order to hear therr suggestions for housing
preparation.

The results of the study show that most of the elderly in the survey lived in inner Bangkok in their own commercial
building with an area off less than 50 square wah.The majority had lied on the 2" fioor of therr residence with their chitdren for
more than 20 years. Most experienced on residential problems to mention. However, those facing housing problems had to deal
with environment nuisances (air and noise pollution). Our investigation of housing demand showed that there were 3 groups of
seniors to consider with different needs : (1)the first group (82.07%) said they would not move because they were attached to
their current residence (2)the second group (14.83%) was actively considering moving because they wanted to live in a peaceful
place and be independent (3) the third group (3.10%) was not currently planning to move ,but would do so in the next 3-5 years
for reasons similar to the 2™ group. Seniors in group 2 considering moving .wanted a single house with an area less than 50
square wah located in central or peripheral Bangkok, with convenient access at a cost of 3-4 million bath. The main factor to be
considered by this group was convenience of transportation because most had their own car. As for recreation, the study found
that the participants were most interested in recreational travel. Most (32.2%) preferred to stay at resorts, or hotels (29.05%) at a
cost of less than 2,000 baths per night. The favorite location for travel was in the countryside (seaside, mountain regions, cultural
villages, waterfalls). For urban recreation, most preferred Public Parks because they are places where many gather and
exercise.

The study’s recommendation for housing preparation for the elderly includes: (1) house renovations for seniors who
don’t want to move (2) different housing projects based on the universal design principles for those who wants to move (3) tax

reduction measures for home renovation to benefit cohabiting children.
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NITULIHNLBNDL 2 0.70 4 1.38 6 2.07

Fusnang 1 0.34 2 0.70 3 1.04
Uaminidenu 48 16.55 86 29.66 133 46.21
wadginw - - 42 14.48 42 14.48
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