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THESIS TITLE + Thai Complex Words and The Origins of Their
' Affixes.

NAME : Mrs. Sawarat Darawongse

DEPARTMENT : Thai Language

ACADEMIC YEAR + 1973

ABSTRACT

In this thesis, an attempt is made to study the formation
and the function of Thai complex words and to find out the origins
of their affixes. Collection of Thai complex words is from gram-
mar.texts, the Dictionary of The Royal Institute (1950}, Thai
literary works, ancient documents as well as from present-day

spoken Bangkok dialect,

The study is presented in nine different chapters.

Chapter I is an introduction stating the ééoPe and purpose of the
study. Chapter II deals with the definition of technical terms.
Chapter III presents the formation and the classification of the
complex words. They are classified as complex words with free
stems and complex words with bound stems. Complex words with free
 stems have three kinds of affixes. They are meaningless affixes,
lexical affixes and affixes which add the meaning to the stenms,
Complex words with bound stems are of two kinds. They are com=-

plex words with reduplicated bound forms and the ones with



different bound forms, With reference to their functions, Thai
complex words with free stems are classified as complex words with
the same function as their free stems, as complex words that add
more functions to their stems and as complex words with functions
different from their stems'. This is treated in Chapter IV.
According to the study of'forms, dealt with in Chapter V, Thai
affixes can be classified into ones with the form different from
their stems and ones with the same form as their stems, the former
being prefixes; double prefixs, infixes and suffixes, the latter
being reduplicated monosyllables and dissyllables. In Chapter VI
Thai affixes are investigated according to their function and are
classified as grammatical affixes and ungrammatical affixes. With
reference to their meanings, Thai affixes are dealt with in
Chapter VII and are classified as the affixes with the same mean-
ing as their stems and the affixes with different meanings from
their stems, In Chapter VIII Thai affixes are studied into their
origins and are arranged into two groups. The first group con-
sists of affixes from the Thai language sub-divided into ancient
Thai affixes, affixes changed from free morphemes, affixes changed
from reduplicated free stems and affixes changing the stems' form.
The second group includes loan affixes from Pali and Sanskrit,

and loan affixes from Khmer and from English, The last Chapter

is a conclusion in which two recﬁmmendations are suggested for a
further study. First, this method of investigation should be

applied to the formation of Thai compound words and the results



could be compared with the results of this thesis. Secondly,
the work on coinage of Thai Nomenclatures should take an advan-
tage of the findings on the formation of Thai complex words as

collected in this study.
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