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AN ABSTRACT

##4474192525: MAJOR ARCHITECTURE

KEY WORD : ARCHITECTURE / CONSERVATION / EVALUATION CRITERIA/ RENOVATION / MUSEUM
PAT SEEUMPORNROJ : THE GUIDELINES FOR HISTORICAL BUILDING RENOVATIONS: CASE STUDIES
OF THE NATIONAL GALLERY, THE BANK OF THAILAND MUSEUM AND THE KING PRAJADHIPOK
MUSEUM. THESIS ADVISOR : ASST. PROF. PINRAJ KHANJANUSTHITI, D. ARCH. , THESIS
COADVISOR : ASSOC. PROF. VIRA SACHAKUL, D. ARCH. , 180 pp. ISBN 974 —17 — 2839 - 5.

Most of the architectural conservations in Thailand usually comprise two steps: Renovation
alternative selection step and Implementation step. Nonetheless, the last step of the conservation, Evaluation
step, is not broadly practiced in the Thai architectural society. The evaluation phase is designed to assess
the outcomes against the objectives of the renovation. The result from this phase is an indicative measure of
the renovation process and a valuable input for determining renovation alternatives in future cases. Due to
the absent of evaluation process and its result, several renovation cases in the past were completed by the
same methods that were not fulfilled the objective of those renovations. Furthermore, a lack of certain criteria
or tools used in selecting renovating methods leads to an incomplete set of information to be considered in
the selection process. In addition, there is no regulation governing the renovation of historical buildings at
present. All of these factors are the major causes of the recurring problems, of using the same improper
renovating methods and not meeting the objectives, in historical building renovation. Therefore, the
purposes of this research are to do the comparative study of the theoretical and practical methods of
renovating historical buildings, and to propose the guidelines or criteria for historical building renovations in
Thailand.

One major methodology used in completing this study is a survey of actual renovation cases of
historical buildings in Thailand. Three case studies that were renovated to museums are surveyed to show
the different aspects of criteria for renovating historical buildings in Thailand, and to compare the renovation
process to international theories and practices. The three selected cases are the renovations of the National
Gallery, the Bank of Thailand Museum, and the King Prajadhipok Museum. The differences in these three
buildings and the operating entities would help present the case details in better perspective.

From survey findings, three major groups of criteria for evaluating historical building renovations
can be concluded. The three major criteria are Criteria for Value Consideration, Criteria for Design and
Construction Consideration, and Criteria for Building Use Consideration. The focus on the consideration of
renovating historical buildings is different from that of modern buildings. For historical buildings, Criteria for
Value Consideration are emphasized; on the contrary, Criteria for Economic Evaluation are not given high
importance. The renovation of historical buildings might require a high cost method that is not financially
viable for renovating modern buildings, however, for the conservation of historical, it is acceptable as there
will be other non-monetary. benefits arising from the restoration. Therefore, the application of Criteria for
Economic Evaluation for historical building renovations is not valid in this context.

In_conclusion, the criteria for historical building renovations established from this study can be
applied to designing development guidelines for historical building renovations in Thailand. The researcher
has endeavored to record all the valuable information acquired from conducting research, surveying the
buildings in the case studies, interviewing the experts, and knowledge from in-class study into this thesis.
Thus, the readers of this thesis shall receive useful information that can be practiced in historical building
renovations in Thailand.
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