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# # 5686041934 : MAJOR LAWS

KEYWORDS: FREEDOM OF EXPRESSION / RELIGION / ADMINISTRATION
ARTHON CHAROENKAMPEE: Freedom of Religion and the Use of State Power in Administration
of Pali Buddist Scripture. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. KANONGNLJ SRIBUAIAM, Ph.D., 178 pp.

The purpose of this thesis is to study Freedom of Religion with the exercise of State power in
the Administration of Pali Buddist Scripture in consistent with theoretical concepts of Freedom of Belief
including the role of State in religion, covering the provisions of the Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand
B.E. 2560; article 67 paragraph two which provides that “the State should promote and support education
and dissemination of dharma principles of Theravada Buddhism”. The thesis proposes the appropriate role

of the State in promoting and supporting the study and dissemination of Theravada Buddhism in Thailand.

This research indicates that, since Sukhothai period until present, the State has been exercised
the power over Buddhism, especially, when the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand was first established,
under the Act of Council of the Elders in the Raddanakosindra Year 121 (B.E.2445). This made Buddhism
gathers under sovereignty of the Kingdom, causing, the Sangha Supreme Council of Thailand to have the
authority and power according to the law. In case of freedom of religion, according to the The Constitution
of The Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560; article 31 provides that “A person shall enjoy full liberty to profess
a religion, and shall enjoy the liberty to practice a form of worship in accordance with his or her religious
principles”. Consequently, freedom of religion is divided into 2 categories ; freedom of religion as the
Absolute right, and, the freedom to practice or perform ritual according to their religious principles as the
Relative right. The role of the State relating to study and dissemination of Buddhism in Thailand must be
restricted by the provisions of The Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand, B.E. 2560; article 31.
Nevertheless, the role of the State in relation to the Buddhism is considered unclear with the position of
non-neutrality to promotes and supports all of religions in Thailand. In supporting and promoting the
administration of Pali Buddist Scripture , the State should limit its role to be appropriated under the
Constitution of the Kingdom of Thailand B.E. 2560.

Field of Study: Laws Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2016 Advisor's Signature
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