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PUNYANUT YAWSANGRAT: WOMEN'S PARTICIPATION IN THE PUBLIC SPHERE THROUGH SMS IN
" TELEVISION NEWSTALK. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSOC. PROF. KANJANA KEAWTHEP, Ph.D. 363 pp.

The objectives of this research are to survey women'’s participation, analyze the content and form of
giving opinions through SMS among women in general news talk and news talk particular for women and
make a comparison analysis of the content and form of women's opinions expressed through SMS in both
types of television news talks which have totally 10 programs broadcasted during September — November

2008. The research uses the paradigm of Post Modern Feminism as the principle of analysis.

The result shows that
- In general news talk programs, the participation of women is less than men, but the number is not
much different. Whereas news talk programs for women in which the number of women participate obviously
much more than men do.
28 In general news talk programs which have been intensely masculine, most SMS messages sent by
women concern about world outside issues especially in term of politics. For hard news, contents which
women express are imitated from the male views such as using swearwords. While in soft news, women will
communicate as female style with expressing their feeling and encouragement.
3. In news talk programs for women which have been extremely feminine, women are likely to tell their
personal issues via SMS with aims to make them become the public issue. They will communicate in fully
feminine style and use this sphere to simulate their women society which has been missing.
4. In general news talk, women focus on expressing their opinion toward world outside issues and using
strong language as men’s way like swearwords. Whereas women mainly show their views about the personal

and family topics with mild language in news talk programs for women.

As the above result, when women has an influence in being a message sender, they can use this
public sphere to build their value as well as their identity for making a social awareness through telling their
close issues and making the personal issues become the public matter. In addition, the identity of
communication in feminine style can flexibly change depending on occasion and suitability of sphere

owner's gender.
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