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LEELAWON SURACHIT : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF ONOMATOPOEIA IN
CHINESE AND THAI. ADVISOR : HATHAI SAE-JIA, Ph.D., 202 pp.

The purpose of this research is to study and compare Chinese and Thai
onomatopoeia in the following aspects: the relationship between phonemes and
meanings, reduplication, word meanings and functions.

The result of the research shows that all of the phonemes in Thai onomatopoeia
relate to the meanings and most of the Chinese counterparts also do so, except for the
tones. Reduplication in Chinese and Thai onomatopoeia can be divided into 2 main
types: full reduplication and partial reduplication. Regardless of the fact that there are
six reduplication forms in both Thai and Chinese onomatopoeia, these forms, however,
tend to be markedly varied between the two languages. While the reduplicating forms in
Chinese onomatopoeia are A’'A style, A’'B’AB style, AA style, ABAB/A’AA’A style, AA'AA
style and ABB style, those of the Thai counterparts are A A, style, XA, XA, style, AA
style, ABAB/A;A,A A, style, ABCABC style and AAAA; style.

The research also shows that 84% of the objects of description appear in both
languages, and the other 16% appear only in either Chinese or Thai. This can be
concluded that Chinese and Thai onomatopoeic words generally share the same
meanings. Onomatopoeia functions can be divided into 2 levels: word level and
sentence level. In word level, Chinese onomatopoeia can be used to form more types of
compound words, which are nouns, verbs and adjectives, while Thai onomatopoeia lack
of the ability to form compound adjectives. Likewise, Chinese onomatopoeia’s functions
in sentence level slightly outnumber its Thai counterparts. It can be adverbial adjunct,
complement, attributive, predicate, subject, object and independent component in the
sentence. Meanwhile Thai onomatopoeia, although has almost the same functions, it

lacks the ability to be adverbial adjunct and object of the sentence.

Department : Eastern Languages Student’s Signature

Field of Study : Chinese Advisor’s Signature
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LUERI S S 51k . AW AIE. shial. A 258 LA
TR A B o A R R (3 R
(2.1) =A%

D fmiEXEROA, 0 B, iy, EREERE,

2) MHmAE A, o W, BT, AR
(2.2) FEAEBhHE

D fwiE=, ane WL M PRERAE,
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Ho XBEIFRPRIFA RPN LR, LR 5 H:

D RTANBE Sk FEANMIEMIMER S S, W/, Bigs . S8, iRk

L BB ELE,
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Sorabud EZe TEAML A 1] B A RER MB35 15 LR R . AR & 774
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2.3) A FASLHESIRS, WREES: wnin keek/, nan
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kder, e qu/tam/, lasu k'rem/, U3a fprit/ 5.
P i
FIARRAE SR EE. S5 (smendion /wannayukre:k/)

Janheuily /top mu: pd>paet/ CBEMiKIHTE) | lawewdnan /teaj
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2.2.3 RTEWAES I
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TEA L AP KRR R EEHES S5 EHS:
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(2)

2.3 Mgk
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AREEANFRES . FIERAE R DRGSR A EEN R, B
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W LSRRI AT, U T LSS R BT SR R0 4 A5t :
WE R SE XA DR ESA SRS WK T RE .
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(2> WFERMESA
L PRI HIE %S Sorabud HIBTELES S R R A4 I AT LLoy 2k
B ] 5 A O R . gl TR B — AU B R MR R, A AR
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3.1 PUER W E = H5IE XL R
.11 MiBESEENUMIRA

POERL S A A 2 G R S ET U 6 Fhe Y. BE. ZEY. &
e . o MERRAEERMER. W

3.1.1.1 %

POBERL IR BRI ESHE A 6 NEtZ&: b/p/s p/p'/s dit/s t/t /s g/k/s k/k'/s
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Fonih XHIRES] Fonif X RES

FEH RS FEIR NI 5 ) 5 Fos SR ST P 5
BE S EEE Ros BEG I & Ron BEG I &
2E Ron A & o HM S
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rMFE, i /p/s /P 1S /KIS IS IS/ ftel s Jte/s I/ /s /s fifs Iwd
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=
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