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Niti Soonthornviseth: Guideline for Residential Development on Sichang Island. Thesis adviser:
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Sichang Island is home to a small fishing community surrounded by natural beauty. It served as a royal residence during
the reigns of King Rama 4 to King Rama 6. It also served as an anchorage hub for commercial trade routes with China beginning
during the Ayudhaya period. Now, because of Sichang Island location at the center of the eastern seaboard development project, the
island has became an important seaport and tourist destinations. This has resulted in an inflow of labor from other places and, as a
result, the area has become densely populated with insufficient public utilities and facilities.

The objectives of this research were to study the present conditions of Sichang Island, changes that are talking place and
their effects on housing in order to propose guidelines for residential development to relevant public and private organizations. The
research was compiled by using secondary data collected from documents and primary data collected from site inspection, which
included observation, pictures, interviews with a stratified population sample as well as with local staff, scholars and related
organizations.

The research revealed there are a total of 1,667 residential units on Sichang island; 203 units government property while
the remainder are privately owned. The total number accommodation include 1,367 residential units and 97 houses and rooms to
rent. Most were old and crowded one-story houses, especially, along the coast in a small area of just 104-200 square meters. The
floor spaces ranged from 26-50 square meters. The population primarily consisted of locals who were mostly primary schools
graduates and categorized as middle class. The main problems of their living on the island were as follows: First, they lacked water
for consumption since most areas were stone and have no natural water sources. There was also a lack of septic tanks and suitable
garbage disposal. Furthermore, they face expiration of land ownership. The seaport also affected residents in terms of tax collection,
employment, rental business, water and air pollution, a decrease in fishing area and a lack of water. Regarding tourism on the island,
while it brought in tourist service business’s and income, it also led to an increase in garbage and polluted water, is well as
insufficient of water and electricity supplies and electricity lack.

According to the analysis, the change of residents was caused by two primary reasons 1) changes in accordance with
nature such as the increasing population which resulted in deteriorated and densely populated residential areas as well as intrusion
in to such are as the sea coast and mountain lowlands 2) changes caused by activities related to tourism development, the seaport
and goods transfer. These brought in a large influx of labor as well as an increase in the construction of row houses, apartments and
commercial buildings. Furthermare, some residents were converted into shops and rooms to rent. As a result, the island confronted
the problems concerning overpopulation and dense residential areas. Furthermore, accommodation did not suit island conditions
while there was also a lack of utilities and facilities on the island.

This research ‘revealed the following main. factors: The population tended ‘to-increase. Housing did not suit island
conditions and road-front residences often were converted into-shops. At the same time, ‘there was an increase in the number of
commercial buildings. Thus, guidelines for residential development on Sichang Island that match the island’s capacity and serve
sustainable tourism and future fishing business were set as follows. 1) Study island capacity to serve local residents and residential
constructions 2) Control construction and make residential adjustments changes to suit island conditions 3) Improve local housing
such with rain water storage tanks and septic tanks 4) Develop community awareness regarding water sources, electricity, garbage

disposal, occupations and the quality of the life.
Department .............Housing . Student’s SIgNatUre ...........ccccovveeeeeeeeeiiieeeee
Field of study ........... Housing.........coooeenn. AdVISOr's SIgnature .........cooviiiiiiii

Academic year ......... 2000, Co-advisor's signature ..........cooevviiieiiiiiiiees
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