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Cost estimation is one of the most important tasks in the quality management of
construction projects. The objective of this thesis is to develop a method of cost
estimation that can provide quick and more accurate preliminary estimate by studying
the relationships of the quantities of materials used in building construction. The study
focuses only on residential buildings. The research method consists of three parts:
a) identify how to suitably classify residential buildings, b) identify the relationships of
the quantities of major materials in terms of component-ratio, and c) apply the
technology of artificial neural networks to represent the cost estimation models . Data of
54 building construction projects are collected and divided in two groups, 44 for training
sets and 10 for testing the models. The analysis in this research shows that when
buildings are classified into appropriate groups based on some characteristics such as
structural systems or types of interior-finishing, the results are numbers of ratios of
quantities of work with low variation. However, this is not included ratios found for
mechanical and electrical works.

The development of- artificial neural network models is based on the
backpropagation network model. The efficiency and accuracy of the predicted results
from artificial neural network models are_compared with.the results from multiple linear
regression method. The artificial neural network models present better results of quantity
estimation of building construction. The average absolute percent error of the output

from neural network models is lower than 20 %.
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Input layer Input node 1 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 -2.9156
Input layer Input node 2 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 9.6773
Input layer Input node 3 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 5.9685
Input layer Input node 4 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 0.5801
Input layer Input node 5 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 -5.4742
Input layer Biasl Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 -3.3179
Input layer Input node 1 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 -1.7331
Input layer Input node 2 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 -6.0530
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wieszaraludu| miresznarai | mieszwanaludu | wiszinanad
Input layer Input node 3 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 -0.5216
Input layer Input node 4 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 0.9942
Input layer Input node 5 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 4.3407
Input layer Biasl Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 1.4246
Input layer Input node 1 Hidden layer ‘ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 2.2966
Input layer Input node 2 Hidden layer ‘ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 -1.8259
Input layer Input node 3 Hidden layer ‘ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 -2.3577
Input layer Input node 4 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 -0.8916
Input layer Input node 5 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 0.1909
Input layer Bias1 Hidden layer ‘ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 0.0671
Input layer Input node 1 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 4.7955
Input layer Input node 2 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 -0.2824
Input layer Input node 3 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 -1.5439
Input layer Input node 4 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 1.1253
Input layer Input node 5 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 0.4708
Input layer Biasl Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 -0.2759
Input layer Input node 1 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 -2.3393
Input layer Input node 2 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 3.0528
Input layer Input node 3 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 -2.6053
Input layer Input node 4 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 -0.0452
Input layer Input node 5 Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 -3.4104
Input layer Biasl Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 -2.2477
Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 1 Output layer Output node -4.1430
Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 2 Output layer Output node -5.2626
Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 3 Output layer Output node -3.9615
Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 4 Output layer Output node 4.0643
Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Hidden node 5 Output layer Output node -3.8713
Hidden layer ﬁ 1 Bias2 Output layer Output node 1.8982
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nuu§rasafinaniionia 6 ﬁaﬁgﬂgmuﬁqﬁy
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YTUIUADUNTA = 0.3532 X, - 6.0650 X, ~ 0.1546 X, +0.0701 X, + 305.6842 X ~21.4788
UTINUUVUNAD = 2.6114 X, — 128.7247 X, — 10167 X, +0.8417 X, — 2607.4675 X, + 1048.5768
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input layer, " Hdd&%‘y"}ﬁ 1 Midden node 4 1CO%6

Input tayer 3 ,"H'igﬂﬂﬂﬂ, - ﬁ 1 Hizden noda 4 10681

Input ayer il AL "Higden noda 4 03481

inpet layer Fidd=n layer # | Hdden node 5 0.0127

Input layer Input ncoe 2 }:ﬁiﬁdm' 3y ,,‘ﬁ. Hidden nade 5 -0.1364

Ingut tayer put node 3 B "’HM«:IHH [a:g'ln?ﬂ hirfginn node & 07865

Inpat layer Tﬂ:#ﬁ_-b :Mﬂf}f node 5 <0, 2661

Inpul layer fﬁﬁﬁginnuu \ Hiddter fayer 31| "\dden rode & 48071

Input tayar Inwlnuuué Higdan ayer BN Hiksen node 6 18378

Input layer )T+ *ln.','-.p_,ﬁ y .t:lwr- layer 'i'; i Hdaen node 6 4. 6561

Input layer #5031 Aeleniel 81| < grpesy azpe s 48877
Hicdden layer 1 1 ctbn nbok Outpurayert Output Rods 4.6340
Hictden layer 7 3| Hidden neee 2 Qutpus layer Quigut nade| -2.5230
ricscen 1syendi B\ [fadienonde 3 O 5 Ll ougubéyer utpu node| 21718
Hicidan Inyerii 1 Hidden nada 4 Outpul layer Cutput nede 20095
Hidddemn layer 'Ji 1 Hidldden node § Cutput layer Clulgnd node 6257
Hiddan layer 1"11 1 Hidden nodae 8 Ouiput layer Cutput node -3.27T68
Hididen layer Wi BiasZ? Output layer Output noas 4009
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%N Tueh Fdrndnannamiee
wsetsnionaid | mbedmnsued | wbotiseeanludu | wdimbrugoed
Inout layer Input node 1 Hidden layt!ri"n 1 Hidden node 1 -35118
Inpudt fayer Inpet node 2 Hiddien layer 7 1 Hicdden node ° 0 1578
Ingut layer tnput node 3 Hiddden fayar ¥ 1 Hidgen node -0 4803
fnput layer Biasi Hidden layer i Hidden node 1 0.6554
fnput layor Input noda 1 Hlﬂdﬂﬂlmﬂ’f iﬂ i Hidden node 2 52721
Input Layor Inpaat node 2 l-hddmh;e_r$ > Hidden node 2 £0133
input teyer Input nade 3 Hidden tayer M Hiddan node 2 2 BHBL
Input layer Biasdf Hicicen igyer i Higdcien node 2 0.1102
Inpud bayper Inpeut node L‘; '}Hdcn layﬂr d-‘l “Hiddern node 3 00613
Input tayer Inpul /F‘,«dﬂm ﬂ_1 Hidtan roda 3 0.7197
inpul layer nps S Hitdéin, nodo 3 1.2047
b e “? / /"Lf&&m Zyerd | Hidgen node 3 2. 1068
Irput layer inpaut moce | _Z ‘/_;'!cjld?;fi' Ia*;?r #.;} ‘ HWiddan node 4 18273
Ifput layer Input noge 2 1 I-hm‘ggﬁ- Ia)gg'ﬁ 1 Hiddan node 4 -3.8060
Input layer input node [ ,'Hfddon h@ ¥ J Higden node 4 48611
Ingut tayer Brast m;:.ar ayee i) Hidgen noge 4 371493
Input tayer input nooe 1 H » Hidden Tora & -5 634
Input fayer inpul node 2 Higden node B 54569
Input layer Inpliu'm-de i | Hidd&nf;d?l& 5 -0.7098
Input tayer T-jEﬁ: =maf+‘§m 5 0.3860
Inpul fayer Inpot r;uﬁ:e 1 Hidden tl?erfd"l 'Hiu:m‘e;‘ node 6 -3.2488
input layer Input Adde 2 Hidden layer it Hidden node 07850
Irprual layer Inpit node 3 Hutdehnr Inyer'r'; ] Helden npde B -0.5602
Irput bayer ) Bkt |1-.:dpnurr# h t Goidn rmi 04712
Hidden layer 7 1 Hiddén node | “Dutput tayer] Oulput node 34318
Hidden layer i Higiden, node 2 Output jayer) Cutput podaf -5.5843
Hiddan liyor ¥ 1 Hiddan hode 3| G- PN Culpbt hode 38301
Hiddan layear ﬂ l Hiddan rode 4 Sulput leyer Cudtput node 4 ABZG
Hidaen ayar R Hidden node 5 Oulput kayer Oulpul node 52504
Hicichen layer 1 Hidden node & Outpidt iayer Oufput noda -33938
Higdan layer R Bins2 Culput fayer Dutpn node 21130
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AACE (1938) Order of magnitude Study Preliminary Definitive Detailed
Antill (1970) Approximate or rough or pre-design Priliminary Detailed
2010 25% 1510 20% ar 10 to 15% 810 12% upto 510 8%
AACE (1979) QOrder of magnitude Budyct Defimnve
-30 10 +30% -15 o 300 S0 +15%
Preliminary Detailed

Nelson ct al. (1983)

{Order of magnitude conceptual factored, feasibility)

(defimitive, semi-definitive, budeet, check, final, official and defined)

I
Order of magnitude Conceptual Semi-definitive Detinitive ‘ Check
210 to +50% -15 10 +30% -5 10 +25% -10 o +15% -5 ~10%
Bames (1986) Feasibihity study Design
40 w0 +20% upto -30 1o+ 15% =15t +5%,
design investigation Drawing submission Bill ratc

Bowen & Edwards (1989)

Conceptual or target

510 30%

Sketch design

310 40%

4o 15%

I 1o 10%

D 10%

Peurifoy & Oberlender (1989)

Conceptual or Prelimimary or budgpet

Detail or detfimitive ar firal

Little or no design

- 10 to +40%

Preluninary design

-5 o +23%

Final design

3o 0%

Ashworth [1988)

Early design stage

Prior to receiving tenders

Contract sum (Bill of quantity)

1510 20% 1310 18% -3 10 13
Hendrickson & Tung (1989) Design Bid Control
Sereening or Grder of magnitude Caoncepiuat orPreliminy Dernled or defimtives Engimeor's
Barries & Paulson (1992) Conceptual or Preliminary Fair-cost Definitives
Schuernie & Liska Ieasibility Conceptual Detailed

Reference : Bhokha, 1899
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1. waflu unan anifunt Aauladiiay

Ta8N LA 1%

anAnslsvinnunas laun uaninalAaaesdnsanisvizaiandi

aNANTUsIANanI L TaA anatswnandenlifidainan
a a v 1 o o dl v o
a3z reuladfiad aun a1A1swnaAananaiaainl

anaflulfvisiaanenuaiesn ualnsunaziiluiegn

[ % [ %

a

At ANTIEN

Y Y o

PHWNAVAY ANHIUZURINN

b4

[ % [ %

o | 4 dl
asiniuasLnLn

Y

AP Andni unam ANNTNLNUIA AaulAN e
FRatl | Stdev. | Anledn | Stdev. | AmAl | Stdev.
1 SURL /W 0.14 0.05 0.28 0.16 0.23 0.10
2 | auandu /i 1.16 0.28 1.59 0.32 1.46 0.31
3 | uReumIn / N 020 005 0.34 0.07 0.25 0.04
4 | erusumas / W 2.06 0.38 2.82 0.30 2.37 0.36
5 | umdnian /i 29.56 5.68 5393 | 1025| 36.03 7.10
6 | 9uUAu/ @y 0.12 0.05 0.14 0.06 0.17 0.10
7 | uAeunIA /i 0.18 | 0.05 0.29 0.07 0.18 0.05
8 | uuuviae / maunIm 10.66 1.19 7.93 0.90 9.51 0.94
9 | WANLETN / ABUNTA 154.18 | 26.02| 15146 | 26.36| 146.30 34.34

Nu1eLmp) : Stdev. eiN1aN Standard deviation
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2.2 81ANNGNNNAYINAUTUNTN 5 1
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AnpL AnAIY qeladiin 5 %u ganu 5 f
Awdn | Stdev. | Aedw | Stdev.
1 SURL /W 0.17 0.06 0.36 0.23
2 | emuanidy / N 1.39 0.43 2.45 0.88
3 | 9uneunIn / fud 0.32 0.08 0.35 0.11
4 | v / Wi 2.10 0.52 2.06 0.37
5 | umdnias /i 41.69 9.55 56.56 14.47
6 | vuAu/ @i 0.13 0.10 0.26 0.23
7 | wueeunIn / @nduy 0.20 0.08 0.19 0.16
8 | wuuviae / maunIn 10.49 1.33 8.85 1.66
9 | wansu / AaUNIA 134.33 25.98 | 158.01 32.50
nnIndnnanssy
1. wrifluunan et aaulafiilay
Tnanuun L
a1ansUszinnunan 1Hin uaninendeesdnsagnisvirelenau
anAnstlszinnananiuyt 1Eun enansinendeilsidinende dnwusiesiniuiecian

Y Y o

[ %

anAnslsvinnaaulafiten 1oun ananswnatdananadasinlitiwnandea ansoly

u

4 % 9/:// 4 dl 4 I S| U
ﬁ@\iWﬂ’ﬂ’]@Lﬂ%iﬂ%ﬂﬁﬂﬁLﬂﬂQLL@xﬂﬂﬂ!m LLMI@HNWﬂ@ZLﬂuﬁ'ﬂ\?‘Qm

ANAL Anadni unas ANTNNUS AaulaRiia
AwAn | Stdev. | AwAw | Stdev. | Ane@w | Stdev.
1 muﬁu / ﬁuﬁ 1.33 0.31 1.03 0.20 1.08 0.18
2 | arumete / wudi 1.27 0.18 1.07 0.25 1.22 0.23
3 | auilumanu / Wi 0.17 0.04 0.67 0.20 0.46 0.28
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AP Andni unan ANNTNLNUA AaulaNiHa
Aleds | Stdev. | AleAs | Stdev. | AneAs | Stdev.
4 | ewmnd /i 4.27 0.87 3.87 0.86 3.87 0.98
5 | 9t / i 0.99 0.20 1.06 0.26 1.16 0.31
6 | auflumeny / ity 0.14 0.04 0.69 0.25 0.42 0.26
6 | 9UNA / i 3.35 0.53 3.69 0.61 3.21 0.86

2. utiifluenAnmINFuUNIIadiNg
TnerinermmAnnesiadesesdayaunmet asasautivldiiy 2 ngu fe
2.3 arenguiaaennasiaeldifiumiu 3,000 v
2.4 mman@mﬁﬁmmﬁﬁm’imLﬁuﬂdf] 3,000 LM
AnpL fndan <3,000 U/ ATN. | > 3,000 LN/ ATN.
Aadt | Stdev. | Auadn | Stdev.
1| it/ i 0.97 0.08 1.27 0.16
2 | anwmide / i 1.25 0.23 1.25 0.19
3 | ewilnenu i 0.39 0.30 0.56 0.25
4 | o/ i 3.81 0.44 4.03 1.55
5 | evumile s ety 1.30 0.30 1.00 0.22
6 | ambimen /vty 0.40 0.31 0.43 0.15
6 | 9uMA /9l 3.30 0.84 3.02 0.89
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[ 4 dl
asnnifluameg

e dndau unam AaulAN TN
AwAn | Stdev. | Aedw | Stdev.
1| prmenaviering / il 0.57 0.21 0.60 0.19
2 | Anmenavienini@e /A 0.42 0.14 0.66 0.28
3 | Aanuenavievindu AL 0.08 0.01 0.12 0..04
4 | fdelnanslam /g 3.27 0.72 0.14 0.04
5 | Anuaudane / i 0.09 0.02 4.36 1.27
6 | AnuomdAen / e 0.11 0.03 0.11 0.03
6 | Annanaana v / 91l 4.96 0.66 5.86 1.83
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