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# # 5680607024 : MAJOR INTERNATIONAL RELATIONS

KEYWORDS: ASEAN / CHINA / ENERGY / ENERGY SECURITY
TOUCCHAPONG PHEKASUT: THE SIGNIFINICANCE OF SOUTHEAST ASIA FOR CHINA’S
ENERGY SECURITY IN THE 21°" CENTURY. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. PRANEE THIPARAT,
Ph.D., 128 pp.

The purpose of the study is to examine the importance of Southeast Asian region
for China’s energy security in 21°' century. The concept of geo-politics is applied as a
theoretical framework to analyse the strategic values of Southeast Asian region primarily as
a source for energy supplies to Chinese increasing demand for energy, but more importantly,
as a safeguard for transportation and logistic routes of energy from other regions to the east

coast and Western territories of China.

In order to have access to energy from various sources around the world which
would serve the increasing demand for energy consumption in China as a result of domestic
economic reform since early 1990s, this study arcues that Southeast Asian region is an ideal
target for two reasons. First, the regions is blessed with the abundance of energy resources
including oil, natural gas and coal. Second, Southeast Asia locates between two oceans with
Malacca Strait as their control line of sea transportation. However, as Southeast Asia
countries also increasingly consumed more energy, the amount to export is declining. Hence,
the finding of this study shows that China’s policy of increased engagement with Southeast
Asian countries both at bilateral and multilateral levels through ASEAN and subregional
cooperation has perfectly served as insurance for the energy security of China’s in the

21° Century.
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Information Administration."
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Location 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015
Southeast Asia | 46 81 106 100 108
Indonesia

Malacca Straits 1 2 1 1 5
Malaysia 16 12 9 24 13
Myanmar (Burma) 1

Philippines 5 3 3 6 11
Singapore Straits 11 6 9 8 9
Thailand 2 1
Far East | 2 1 il
China

South China Sea 13 2 a4 1

Vietnam 8 4 9 7 27
Africa Gulf of Aden* 37 13 6 q

Red Sea* 39 13 2 q

Somalia* 160 a9 7 3

*a1aUSuinegvasnun1snseinawlulasadalauae

fiyn : Storey, lan. "Securing Southeast Asia's Sea Lanes: a work in progress." asia

policy 6.1 (2008): 95-128.
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fiun : International Maritime Organization, “IMB Statistic of Piracy and Armed
Robbery against Ships — 2015 Annual Report,” [online]. Available from:
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Security/PiracyArmedRobbery/Reports/Pages/De
fault.aspx. [2016, September 12]
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India, 13
7%

Nigeria, 14
8%
Indonesia, 108
62%

Malaysia, 13
8%

fiun : International Maritime Organization, “IMB Statistic of Piracy and Armed
Robbery against Ships — 2015 Annual Report,” [online]. Available from:
http://www.imo.org/en/OurWork/Security/PiracyArmedRobbery/Reports/Pages/De
fault.aspx. [2016, September 12]
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