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## 5174799530: MAJOR OCCUPATIONAL MEDICINE
KEYWORDS: RETURN TO WORK, UPPER LIMB, AMPUTATION, IMPAIRMENT,
OCCUPATIONAL

PIPAT POONSAP: PROPORTION AND FACTORS OF RETURN TO WORK

AFTER UPPER LIMB AMPUTATIONS OR IMPAIRMENTS DUE TO

ACCIDENTS AT WORK THESIS ADVISOR: PROF. PORNCHAI

SITHISARANKUL, M.D., MPH., DrPH. THESIS CO-ADVISOR: ASST.PROF.

WIROJ JIAMJARASRANGSI, M.D., Ph.D., 93 pp.

The objective of this study is to determine proportion and factors of return to work
after upper limb amputations or impairments due to accidents at work by using cross-sectional
study. The sample was 732 subjects who have been injured at their upper limbs leading to
amputations or impairments who received compensations at the Social Security Office in
Bangkok, Nonthaburi, Nakornpathom, Pathumthani, Samutsakorn, and Samutprakarn during
September 1" 2009 — January 31" 2010. Data were collected by self-administered questionnaires
and interviewed by the officials, 52 subjects were disqualified. Therefore 680 subjects or 92.9%
were included in the study.

The results showed that proportion of returned to work after upper limb amputations
or impairments due to accidents at work was 95.3% and 84.5% of these returned to their
workplaces in the same positions. Significant factors related to return to work (p<0.05) were
physical factors including duration of work, position of injured organs, percentage of total body
impairment, prosthesis use and working factors such as previous position before injured and
number of workers in their workplaces.

In conclusion, this study revealed that amputations or impairments due to accidents
at work are still workers’ problems in many workplaces. Concerned bodies must realize and pay
attention to workers. Furthermore, prevention program should be set up and enforced in order to

prevent such problems.
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Field of Study: Occupational Medicine Advisor’s Signature............c.........

Academic Year: 2009 Co-Advisor’s Signature..................
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