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# # 5785317029 : MAJOR POLITICAL ECONOMY
KEYWORDS: HABITUS / CULTURAL CAPITAL / PRETTY
NATDA KONGSRI: Habitus of Pretty in Bangkok. ADVISOR: ASST. PROF. THANEE
CHAIWAT, Ph.D., 131 pp.

Through Pierre Bourdieu’s concepts of habitus and cultural capital, this study
aims at apprehending qualitatively the factors, that led many young women into
adopting promotional model (known locally as “pretty”) as their profession. It also
seeks to understand socio-cultural adaptation process these pretties undertook to lead
their lives. To explore this information, eleven pretties, living in Bangkok, were selected
through purposive sampling. The data collection technique of semi-structured in-depth
interview was employed. Empirical data suggest that the pretties’ habitus arise from
the combination of being nurtured by parents, and being in the environment, that
promote freedom and encourage self-preservation. While growing up, all participants
spent significant amount time presenting themselves in the public space. Since young,
they participated in activities, such as competing in several beauty pageants, besides
taking minor roles in films and soap operas. Throughout these experiences, the
participants have learned to be observant, developed the abilities to solve unexpected
problems competently, and mastered the necessary skills to cater to needs of those
they are dealing with. These abilities are habitus that has evolved into the embodied
form of cultural capital, which can be exchanged into economic capital, social capital,
and symbolic capital. When these participants become pretties, their habitus will affect
their choices of works and how they choose their clients. Pretties tend to emphasise
heavily on their manners and etiquettes towards their customers. This emphasis is their
defence mechanism to ward off possible sexual advancement, especially from their
clients. Lastly, the pretties’ habitus also affects how they choose their partners and
future occupations, especially since they value their freedom as the most important

aspect of life.

Field of Study: Political Economy Student's Signature

Academic Year: 2017 Advisor's Signature
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2.1.1 wuIAnamu (Capital)
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Aayarnnendviavesyanaiu q
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