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This study has applied a Marxist approach to reveal the methods of establish
legitimacy by the Laos Gowernment between the years 1975-2003. The purpose of the
study is to know how the Lacs Government has established its political legitimacy and
provide some critiques to the actions of the government. Based on the Marxist approach,
the study has found consistent results as follows:

1. Concepts and ideas used to set up political legitimacy by the Lao government
are constantly changing in compliance with changes in the basic(economic structure)
and political superstructure taking into account shifting internal and external situations.

2. The establishment of political legitimacy is a part of the class struggle in Laos.
Each class uses their ideas to support their version of political legitimacy to win economic
and political power that helps to protect their class interests from being contested by
other classes.

3. The establishment of political legitimacy aims to win hegemony by making a
particular class perception the main perception of the society, and by deterring the birth
of other forms of class consciousness. The Labs government useés concepts to establish
legitimacy such as nationalism, Buddhism, Socialism, the free markets and the rule of law
under constitution. This is an attempt to suppress alternative class consciousness of the

dominated classes by the dominant one.
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A Muthiah Alagappa(ed.), Political Legitimacy in Southeast Asia : The
Quest for Moral Authority, pp. 14-24.
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