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# # 5574914730 : MAJOR HEALTH RESEARCH AND MANAGEMENT

KEYWORDS: SOCIAL COST-BENEFIT ANALYSIS / SOCIAL RETURN ON INVESTMENT / ECONOMIC EVALUATION / COMMUNITY

BASED INTERVENTION / ALCOHOL CONSUMPTION CONTROL
VARANGKANAR JIRARATTANASOPHA: Economic evaluation approaches for health promotion intervention: the
evaluation of the Buddhist lent alcohol control project. ADVISOR: PIYA HANVORAVONGCHAI, M.D., Sc.D., CO-
ADVISOR: ASST. PROF.NOPPHOL WITVORAPONG, Ph.D., 131 pp.

Health promotion interventions can generate positive outcomes that extend beyond individual health gains.
Economic evaluation of health promotion interventions should adequately capture them. Social cost benefit analysis (SCBA)
and Social Return on Investment (SROI) assessment are two tools that capture outcomes in many dimensions by converting
them into a single monetary term. They are increasingly used for economic evaluation of health promotion interventions but

the understanding and use may still be limited.

“Buddhist Lent Dry Campaign” at the community level has been implemented to enhance the effectiveness of
national campaign by allowing community to introduce locally initiated interventions to support the abstention of alcohol
during the Buddhist Lent period. It has shown some indication of success with the abstinence proportion in the intervention
communities higher than the non-intervention communities. However, the value for money of the interventions has never

been evaluated.

The objective of this study is to compare the differences between SCBA and SROI from both academic and
operational perspectives. The “Buddhist Lent Dry Campaign” at the community level was used as a case study. The study
protocol include literary review for comparative academic assessment of the two methods, and operational assessment of

the two methods using actual evaluation of the “Buddhist Lent Dry Campaign”.

Social cost-benefit analysis (SCBA) and Social return on investment (SROI) analysis are two methods that share
similar principle. However, there are three key differences between them. Firstly, the objective of SCBA is to compare value
for money of a project with its alternatives to make informed use of resources. SROI, however, focuses on improving
management effectiveness. Secondly, SROI relies on active involvement of stakeholders to determine which outcomes are
relevant while SCBA determines relevant outcomes using theoretical and scientific evidence. Lastly, SROI uses the participatory
process to help address data limitations. This makes it possible to estimate certain values that SCBA may not be able to

answer but the risk of introducing biases from its subjective approach.

Our study clearly demonstrates that the Buddhist Lent Dry Campaign at the community level are effective in
increasing the number of abstainers. The value for money of the campaign can be shown in the estimated Social Return on
Investment of between 2.7 to 5.9 times. However, SCBA shows conflicting result with overall benefit lower than social cost.
The differences in the results were due to several factors including the scope and coverage of the evaluation, the choices of

outcome indicators and the impact assessment approach.

The differences between the two methods from both perspectives, warrant clear understanding especially
among those who will use these methods in the economic evaluation of health promotion interventions. To choose a suitable
method, it is important to understand the objectives of the assessment, who will use the evaluation results, and how they
will be used. Study limitations should be clarified before the findings are utilized. Further development in the knowledge,

methods and standards of these tools for economic evaluation of health promotion is necessary.

Department:  Preventive and Social Medicine Student's Signature

Field of Study: Health Research and Management Advisor's Signature

Academic Year: 2016 Co-Advisor's Signature
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