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Thesis Title: Demands for Clinical Psychologist in Psychiatric

and Mental Health Institutions
Name: Miss Woranuch Laothaworn

Academic Year: 1976
ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study was to survey: 1) The number of
clinical psychologists in psychiatric and mental heaith institu-
tiens; 2) The over-ali“percentages of level of education, sex,
age, position classification, years of experiemce and salary;

5) The. tasks performed by clinical psychologists; 4) The knowledge
and skill required for doing the tasks; 5) Demands for clinical
psychologists in mental health prmgrams; 6) The advancement and
encouragement of clinical psychologists due to the directors of
psychiatric and mental health institutions. All »f the samples
were directors and clinical psychologists in psychiatric and
mental health institutions, the Department of Medical Services,
the Ministry of Public Healthf Data were collected by means of
individual interviews and statistics collected from institutions.
The: data analysis were in terms of numbers and percentages. The
results were presented in the form of tables and graphs and are
summarized as follows: 1) The number of clinical psychologists
was forty-six persons: twenty-eight persons or 60.87% in mental
hosPitals5 four persons or 8.70% in meurological hospitals; three
persons O=TL 6.52% in the mental retardation hospital and eleven

persons or 23.41% in mental health centers. 2) The number of



postgraduate degrees was six persons ér 13.04% and of under-
graduate degrees was forty persons or 86.97%. The clinical
psychologists varied in institutions and fields of study. There
were more females than males with most of them between twenty-six
and thirty-five years of age. The level of position classifica-
tion was 4 or 4(1), with the years of experience less than twelve
and salaries corresponding to the years of experience. 3) The
tasks performed by clinical psychologists in mentel hospitél,
neurclogical hospitals and the méntal retardation hospital were:
psychological evaluation, therapy, research, teaching, and preven-
"tion. The tasks performed by clinipal psychologists in mental
health centers were: psychological evaluation, therapy, prevention,
teaching, and research. In brief, the, major tasks were.psycholo—
gical evaluation and therapy. 4) The knowledge and skill of
undergraduate dégrees were inadequate to the tasks. There ought

to be much more practicum and postgraduate education. 5) The
number of cl}nical psychologists required for the five year mental
health program was 135 persons in all, with an average demand of
abeut twenty-five persons per year; the requirement was ninEty-fqur
persons in mental health hospitals, twenty-four persons in neuro-
logical hospitals, nine persons in the mental retardation hospital
and twenty-five persons in mental health centers. The level of
education in demand was undergraduate. 6) The directors of psychi-
atric and mental health institutions thought that for the advance-
ment of clinical psychologists a combination of all the tasks,

but especially research, evaluation, and therapy, was needed. All
the directors encouraged the clinical psychologists in knowledge;

and some in the tasks, mental cheerup and faéilitieS,
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