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Thesis Title Lower Seeondary School Students! Politieal

Participation Concepts

Name Mrs, Wanwemol Nimpanich

Départment Secondary Education
Academic Year » 1974

° ’ ABSTRACT
Purposes

The purposes of this research were to study fhe re}ationship
between the lower. secondary school students?! political participétion
concepts and their family backgrounds, the relationship between po-
litical participation concepts aﬁd the studenfs'fpolitiCal partici~
pation behavior, social studies teaching approaches used by.the
teachers,; and tq seek suggestions on improving of teaching techniqués

for such concepts formation.

Procedures

Questionnaires using multiple choicé and ratiﬁg scale items
were used to collect data on significant points of view regarding
the 1ower.seconday school students! political participation behavior,
and the social,studies‘teachérs' teaching techniques used, whiie'a
test consisted of 35 items with a reliability at <7949 was used to
measure the lower secéndary students? political participétion

concepts. The sample group of 225 matayom suksa three students



and thirty social studies teachers was selected at random. The

data obtained from thelquestionnaires were analyzed by percentages.
The results from the test were compufed by afithmatie mean, standard
deviation and one way-analysis of variance. Then'a chi-square was
‘compufed to test the relationship betweeﬁ the students'! political

participation concepts and their political participation behavior.

Results

1. Neither the fathers' education background nor occupation
4 had any relationship to the students! knowledge and understanding
of political participation at the .05 level of significance.

.2, Parents! income had no relationship to the students?
knowledge and understanding of political participation at the .05
level of significance.

3. Students' knowledge and understanding of political
participation_had.a direct relationship tO'their political parti-
cipation behavior at the .01 and .05 levels of signifiéance‘in'the
féllowing'items: listehihg to political discussions; participating
in parades; and participating in school-acti&ities.

L, Studenﬁs' gnowledge and understanding of political
participation had no relationship to their politicél participation
behavior at the .05 level of significance in the following items;
attending the 1975 electoral campaign;wand abouf the citizens at
the age of eighteen and nineteen being not allowed to vote by the

members of the parliament,



5. General teaching techniques most teaﬁhers.used were
lecture; use of different texts_frém severai presses; fhe students
research in the library; stﬁdents practice in information collec~
ting; and problem solving or analyéis of daily problems.

6. Teachefs' approaches in developing political_participa-
tion concepts ranged from the highest to the lowest were,iecture;'
letting the students express their opinions and do théir own |

@

research; explaining the texts; mock situations and role playinge
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