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ABSTRACT

The purpose of this study were to study the technical
English proficiency_of studenté.in technical program at the upper
secondary education level and the certificate of vocational
education level and to compare the technical English proficiency

of these two groups of students.

The samples of this study consisted of 378 mathaygm suksa
six technical.pquram students in upper secondary schools under
the Department of General Education, Ministry of Education and 399
third-year technical students at the certificate of vocational -~
education level in technical colleges under the Department of
Vocatlional Education, Ministry of Education. The samples were
selected by means of multi - stage random sampling. Twenty-five
percent of provinces were drawn from twelve educational regions
and Bangkok Metropolis. From selected provinces and Bangkok
Metropolis, twenty-five percent of upper secondary schools and
technical colleges were selected at random. After that, 18
mathayom suksa six students and 21 third-year students in each

school and college were selected by means of simple random

sampling.



The instrument of this study was technical English
proficiency test constructed by the. researcher with the objectives
and the contents in accordance with those in the curriculum as
well as the textbooks of Technical English Book I and TI. It
was checked for its appropriateness, content validity and
correctness of the language by the advisor and five experts in
the field of English testing and teaching. After it was refined,
four experimental tests were done with the students of technical
program in upper secondary schools and technical colleges. It
was refined and developed until each test item was gualified,
that is, the degree of difficulty was between .20-80 and the
power of discrimination was over .20. The reliability of the
test was .92. The test consisted of seventy-five items, divided
into four parts : part I listening skills 12 items. part ITI
speaking skills 15 items, part III reading skills 28 items and
part IV writing skills 20 items. The total mark was 75. It took
one hour and forty minutes to do the test. Then the test was
administered to the selected samples. The obtained data were
statistically analyzed by means of percentage, arithmetic mean,

standard deviation and t—-test.

-

The major findings of this study were as follows :

The upper secondary school students in technical program .
got the average scores lower than a half of the total mark in
doing technical English test in all skills and in'listening,
speaking, reading and writing skills. The average score in writing
skill was higher than that of the other skills and the lowest

was speaking skill.



[t

The certificate of vocational education students got
the average scores higher than a nalf of the total mark in
doing technical English test in all skills and in speaking,
reading and vriting skills. They got the average score . lover
than a half of the total mark in listening skill. The average
score in writing skill was the highest and listening skill was

the lowest.

When the average scores of the two groups were compared,
it was found that the upper secondary schoel students and the
vocational educational students had different abilities in all
skills - listening, speaking, reading and writing - and in each
skill, which were statistically different at 0.05 of significance

and retained the hypothesis.
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