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ABSTRACT

Past Thai leaders considered the national security in terms
of being threatened by parties with an opposing political ideology.
They, therefore, attempted to halt . cormunism from spreading
into the country, by using 2 forward defense strategy : forces were
sent to fight, along with the Americams, in the territories of Laos,
Kampuchea and South Vietnam. However, since these three Indochinese
countries finally fell to the communists, Thailand then has had to
review its national security policy. To stabilize the country,
political, economic and social development has to be promoted at
the same time as peaceful relations with the neighbouring countries.
Therefore every government has obviously tried to maintain such

relations with the neighbouring countries.

With respect to the Thai policy towards Laos during the
period between 1975-1980 after Laos has been under the new regime,
it is seen that Thai policy has been governed by the idea of keeping

peaceful relations, regardless of differences in political idealogy.



Thai govermment has tried to compromise with Laos in several
conflicting issues in order to maintain peace and have the exter-
nal stability. The Seni, Kukrit, Thapin or Kriangsek governments
had the similar poiicy towards Laos, although in the Thanin period,
the Thai behaviour was rather aggreseive as a result of the inter-
nal political situation. Relations between Thailand and Laos was
considerally improved in the time of Kriangsak government when

the prime ministers as well as senior government officers of both

countries exchanged visits.

Thus, neither the first hypothesis that the changing of
external environment affects Thal policy towards Laos nor the
second one that the changing of internal political situation ana
political leaders influences Thai policy towards Laos is valid.

As for the third one that Laos geoploitically is considered very
important to Thai security and Thailand needs to have influence
over Laos without any interference from other countries, is partly
valid. The present policy towards Laos is that Thailand does, and
wishes to preserve, friendly relations with Laos to maintain exter-
nal stability. This outlook has been rersevered within the 3rd,
4th and 5th national social and economic plans which suppcrt the
internal security. Moreover, Thailand upholds the priniciples of
independcnce, sovereignty and territerial integrity, that makes
Thai attitude to Laos different from the past. Even though there
are apparently 50,000 Vietnamese soldiers on Loas soil which is
inevitably threatening Thai security, Thailapd has no objections,
considering it is Laos' internal afiair. Thai matter is thought

to be different from the one whereby Vietnam invaded Kampuchea,



replaced the Khmer Rouge Government with Heng Samrin's and still
retained its troops in Kampuchea. Thailand has openly objected

in the name of ASEAN, holding that such an invasion 1s against
international law and the UN Charter. In the case of Laos, though
Thailand is not happy to see Vietnan's miliéary and political
influence over Laos, Thailand has not shown any objections as
before. National Securtiy is presently the first priority that
makes Thailand treat Laos in a friendly way on the basis of

reciprocal interests as it does other neighbouring countries.
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