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Abstract

This thesis is an analysis of the relationship between

excavated canals and the economic system of Thailand, 1824 - 1910.

According to the conventional : idea , excavated canals
in Thailand were constructed in order to irrigate paddy fields.
This belieffporresponds with Karl Wittfogel's theory of hydraulic
societys A famous Thai academician Dr. Chaianan Smudthavanich
had already used this theory to explain the centralized nature
of Thai-society in the past. The study of Dr. Chaianan produced
much controversys Dr. Chaianan hurriedly applied Wittfogel's
fheory to the Thai soeiety. He had no clear evidences to show
that canals in Thailand were excavated for the purpose of

irrigation.

It is the objective of this thesis to answer what was
the purpose of canal construction in Thailand. Who excavated

the various canals ? The govermment or private individuals ?



What was the impact of canal construction on the increase in
paddy production? How were the gains from canal excavation
distributed? Simultaneously this thesis attempts to recon-
sider whether the Wittfogel's theory of society was applicable

in the case of Thailand.

The research finding is that excavated canals were con=-
structed for the sole purpose of transportation. The canals
were used for 1) transportation per se, and 2) transporta-
tion as a means to open the land along canal banksfbr‘paddy
cultivation. Canals in central Thailand were not excavated
for the purpose of irrigation as was comﬁonly believed. There=~
fore, the application of Wittfogel's theory of hydraulic society
was not appropriate in the case of Thailand. The explanation of

the centralized nature of Thai sociely needs other theoriess

Another finding is that the construction of canals af-
fected the land holding system in central Thailands The upper
class pre - empted a great amount of the easily accessible land
along the newly dug canals. The monopolization of land owner—-
ship enabled the group to secure a large portion of increased

rice production.
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