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Thesis Title The Effects of the Intergctions between

Business Groups and Bureaucracy on Thai

Politics
Name Mr. Trakoon Meechal ,
Thesgis AdvisorA Professors Chal Anant Smudavanija,Ph.D.
Department Government.
Acedemic Year 1982
ABSTRACT

Fconomic development in Thailand during the past two
decades has brought about the critical change in economic
gstructure : certain groups of businessmen have monopolized the
economic. The riot of October 14,1973 destroyed the original
political structure and gave birth to the new one. Private
Yusinessmen have hore opportunities in playing more in the po-
lotics, giving the affects to the reletions between them and

the bureaucrats as below mentioned. :-

1) Private businessmen have evidently played political
role in two ways : directly Jumping in the election of members
of parliament and glving finencial support to certain politiecal
parties, Either way is done by irndividual or in group, but not

by the; ness associations which are prohibited to have the

poli



2} As for the businessmen, to support any political
pa?tiea done not depend on their ideology or policy, it is
rather the matter of personal relationship. After the riot of
October 1k, 1973, there happens to be the conflict between the
) financial supporters and the politicians, and conflict among
the parties joining the government who are unable to get along

with each other because of their interests,

3) The bureasucrate heppen to accept the role of business-
men, more than before, in solving the economic problems. Govern-
ment and private sectors have more economic cooperation. However,
the civil servants and military are not satisfied with the private

groups who use the polities for their own interests.

4) The failure in solving economic problems ceonsequently
increse the rolé of civil servants responsidble for economic field.
They are to cooperate with the military who, the same time,
attempt to participate in politics, econémic and social by
pushing up the 66/2533 Order of the office of Prime Minister

to be the outline of country policy.

5) 66/2523 Order aiming to get rid of oppression and
unfairness in the society will leed to the clash between mili-
tary-technocrats and the political parties financially supported

by certain group of businessmen.

6) The cooperation between the military~-technocrats in
the line of 66/2523 Order to take part in the political and
economic development will make Thai polities buresucratic

authoritarianism.
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