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ANGTIDA LIMPATTAMAPANEE : THE INVASION OF PRIVACY GF POLITICAINS, CELEBRIT
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This reseach studies the issue aof Invasion of privacy of four groups of people | Baliticians, Celebniiies,
Businesspersons and Laypersons—-in That newspapers. The o;echves are 1) to examine the nalure and issues of invasion of prwacy
by newspapers 2} to study similarities and differences in issuas which prompted rignt of privacy cases against newspapers, oourse
of action, settlement and remedial actions sought by injured persons in 15 cases in Thailand 3) to study factors which would
influence the printing of news at the risk of invading privacy 4) to explore ways o balance press freedom, right of privacy' and

judicial proceedings.

Issues in newspaper reports which prompted rignt of privacy cases by poliicians were those of alleged
ifregularities or negligence in perferming their official duties | their a!leged involverneni in lllegmmatc dealings of political parties of
other interests ; their private matters related to the performing of official duties. ssues which prompted actions by celebrities. were
reparts of their private- conduct and affairs. Issues which prompted actions by businesspersons ware reports of ther business
conflicts ; their alleged engagement in shady deals or Ihose which would damage public interest ; their privaie matiers related to
business or criminal offences. Issues which prom'pted' right of pfivacy actions against newspapers by laypersons varied among 3
‘subgroups : civil servants, police and‘r?mi!itary personne! ; ordinary persons and monks. Reports of privaie conduct related w0 the
performing of their official duties, allegea irregularities and negligence in performing their duties and favoritisrn were causes of
actions by those in civil service. Reports of criminal offences, marriage and fin;nciar status were cauaes of actions by ordinary

persons. Reports of alleged sexual misconduct were causes of actions by monks.

The course of actions taken agaiﬁst- newépapers by different groups of injured persons was simitar. They initially
pursued cnmmal cases agalnst the newspapers before pmceednng to seek con npansauon in civil suits. To bring charges against the
newspapers the m;ured persons would either lodge oomplamts with police or hire lawvers to sue them. Politicians and celebrities
- could ask for interviews to reporters of the qewspape to correct the reports or go to other media to present their cases io the
public. Remedial actions sought in court by the injured persons included imprisonment, banning for joumalistic praclice, placement of
the courts ruling or apology from tha defendant in newspapers, comections or darmages. The choices of actions, which have to be
specified in the lawsuits, depend on factors including the injured persbns status, satisfaction in remedial measures or their resources

to pursue !egal actions. .

Commercial purposes and satisfying taaders curiosity were named by all three groups—- injured persons, news
editors and media academ:cs--who were asked for their opinions on factors which would influence the printing of news at the risk of
invading privacy. Other factors mentioned were lack of facts checklng and balancing stories caused by time constraints and
compstition ; lack of journalistic standard, ignorance of legal matters, disregard for right of privacy among media practitioners; the
role and reponsibility of the press, and observation of news organizations policy.
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