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VARAPORN NGAMSIRIUDOM : COST AND RETURN ON INVESTMENT OF POTATO
GROWING IN THE NORTHERN REGION OF THAILAND. THESIS ADVISOR :
MR. MANOCH THONGJIEM, 133 pp.

The objective of this study is to furnish information to interested
investors, including farmers, on cost and return on investment in growing on
the plains potatoes of 3 particular species, namely, Spunta, Kennebec and
Russet Burbank. The study also presents a comparison between cost and return
of each species.

Findings have shown that for the Russet Burbank species, the average
cost of growing per rai and average cost per kilogram are the highest; i.e.,
8,142.97 baht and 3.59 baht, respectively. The average cost of growing per
rai and average cost per kilogram for the next species, Spunta, are 7,159.94
baht and 2.49 baht, respectively. For Kennebec species, the average cost of
growing per rai and average cost per kilogram are the lowest, i.e.s, 6,139.18
baht and 2.40 baht, respectively.

With regard to return on investment, the Kennebec strain gives the
highest return at the rate of 52.21 per cent, whereas the profitability index
is 1.87 whether or not interest on loan is taken into account, since no loan
has been taken out to finance the Kennebec strain planting, The next species,
Spunta, provides return at the rate of 29.68 per cent. The profitability
index, if interest on loan is disregarded, is 1.41, and 1.38 if such interest
is taken into account. The lowest return on investment goes to the Russet
Burbank species. The return is at the rate of 14.53 per cent. The
profitability index, if interest on loan is taken into account and if such
interest is disregarded, are 1.16 and 1.12, respectively,

A conclusion may be drawn from the above that in the matter of potato
growing on the plains, the Kennebec species will yield the highest return on
investment,
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