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## C650841 :mMajOR MASS COMMUNICATION
KEY WorRD: NEWSPAPERS' ROLE/ RISK COMMUNICATION

WILASINEE PHIPHITKUL : NEWSPAPERS' ROLE ON ENVIRONMENTAL RISK
CONCERNING THE MAE MOH POWER PLANT. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSO. PROF.
PIRA CHIRASOPONE, Ph.D. 197 PP. ISBN 974-584-971-5

The objectives of this research are threefold: (1) to analysis
issues and news coverage on the toxic pollution of the Mae Moh Power Plant;
(2) to explore gatekeeping and agenda-setting processes in relation to the
selection of news and incidents of the environmental risk; and (3) to
assess a functional and dysfunctional role of newspapers concerning the
crisis. The analysis of this risk communication situation was undertaken
within the theoritical framework of the structural and functionalism !
approach along with the agenda-setting and gatekeeping concept of the media.
In addition, information need and media reliance of the public were
investigated based on the theory of information dependency.

Data was acquired through the content analysis of both national and
local newspapers as well as an depth-interviews of editors, reporters, and
all higher-ups involved. Also included were the people of 90 households
which were randomly selected from the villages of the Mae Moh area. |

Result demonstrated that newspapers were most likely to report the
stories and the jissues on the environmental risk according to the progression
of the crisis. The main focus was placed an conflicted and consequences of
the event rather than public education and the awareness for a long term i
resolution. It is also found that a variety of significant factors, both
inside and outside newspaper organizations, tended to disrupt the efficiency |
of news coverage on the environmental issues. Newspaper issue selection and |
agenda setting policy, reporter capability, unavailability of qualified i
sources of news,and long-standing conflict between conservationist and
technologist view are .those accounted for the continuation of the tradltional
journalistic style of thai crisis reporting.
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