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## C370509 :MAJOR PUBLIC LAW

KEY WORD:  POLICY/ LEGAL/ STATE POWER/ LAND/ FOREST
SAYAMOL KATYOORAWONGS : POLICY AND LEGAL PROBLEMS ON THE EXERCISE OF STATE POWER
CONCERNING LANDS MANAGEMENT IN THE FOREST AREA. THESIS ADVISOR : DEPT. PROF.
BAVORNSAK UVANNO, Ph.D. AND SOPHON CHOMCHAN. 388 pP- ISBN 974-631-302-9

The research attempts to analyse the development of the concept of state authority
relating to the management of forest lands in Thailand. The research points out the variocus
problems relating to state autherity of exiting laws and policies, the enforcement of these laws
by various goverrment agencies, and the administration of the state mechanism as followed in
practice by govermment officials.

The research views increased forest colomization as resulting from two factors :
i) official inefficiency in the distribution of land rights certificates, and ii) the absence
of mechanisms for people's monitoring and investigation of state officials and agencies involved
in land rights distribution. System of land tenure does not grant usufruct rights for commmi- -
ties, though this concept was acknowledged by the kingdom's ‘rulers in the past. Subsequently,
the state does not endow comunity rights to the use and management of forest land.

laws and policies relating to prevention of forest encroachment, land-use classifica-
tion, categorization of forest land utilization, and the various patterns of state forest land
management, are ill equipped to resolve the problems of forest land management. State agencies
neglect the necessity for people's participation in the management of forest land. Moreover,
govermment officials lack efficiency in administrative practice with very little coordination
among the different goverrment agencies and departments.

The management of forest land by the Royal Forest Department (RFD) emphasises the
internal expansion of administrative and bureucratic divisions. However, there is no decen-
tralisation within the various RFD divisions in decision-making except regarding over the use
of funds, with power resting solely on the Director General of the RFD and the Ministry of
Agriculture and Cooperatives.

Under these c:'.rmtam.e,' state management of forest land is by itself inadequate
towards halting forest destruction and resolving the problems of land rights. It is necessary
that the state join with comunities especially through supporting community participation-and
decision-making concerning forest land. The state must undertake comercial utilization
‘keeping in view that forest land is limited. Individual rights to forest land must be given
only under strict conditions of ecologically sustainable land-use and guided by policies
governing the use and management of forest land. laws and policies require reform towards
ecologically sustainable use of natural resources by the goverrment in mutual cooperation with
‘the local cammmities who depend on them. :
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