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SUKANYA HORPRATOOM : AN ANALYTICAL STUDY ON THE PUROHITA IN SANSKRIT
LITERATURE AND THAI CULTURE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSO. PROF. SAKSRI
YAMNADDA, Ph.D. 112 pp,

It is in this analytical study on the Purohita in the Sanskrit
literature and the Thai culture that the writer attempts to describe the
development of the idea, the role, functions and importance of the Purohita
in old India and the influence in the Thai culture. Data are collected from
religious Sanskrit texts, which are then translated into Thai. A comparison
of the result is then made with the functions of the Purohitas in the Thai
tradition.

It is concluded that the concept of Purohita was iuported from India
into Thailand, probably through trade routes through the Malay peninsula.
It is possible that the original purpose of the traders was to introduce the
vorship: of the 3 great gods to the people of the new land, from the king
down to the commoners. Many Brahmans became attached to the courts of the
Thai monarchs with various titles such as Rajapurohita, Phra Maharajakuru
and Brdh1pasa. The power of these Purohita brahman has been much reduced
since the time Thailand has been under the constitutional monarchs, although
a number of Brahmans are kept for the performance of religious functions in
several state ceremonies.
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