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ASSAVAPANTANAKUL : THE IDEA OF EQUALITY IN JOHN RAWLS’

THEORY OF JUSTICE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. UKRIT PATNOI

95 PP.

This thesis intends to study John Rawls’ Theory of Justice,
especially on the problem ofthe equality in society. The first part
analyses the idea of equality in general and how it is conneced with
conceptions of justece in society. The next chapter explains Rawls’Theory
of Justice, focusing on the scope of justice, the original position, the
veil of ignorance, the maximin rule, and the two principles. The last four
chapters explain the role of the idea of equality in the Rawls’ Theory of
Justice, and analyse the problem in the use of this idea in his theory,
especially the presumption for equal distribution in the original
position. They also argue against the right-wing libertarians who claim
that the Rawls’Theory of Justice places too great an emphasis upon the

value of equality at the expense of the individual rights.
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