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SUDA PARIWATTITRAM : THE THAI RED CROSS SOCIETY : FOUNDING AND
DEVELOPMENT(1893-1942). THESIS ADVISOR : PROF.DR.PIYANART BUNNAG.
137 PP,

This research aims to study the foundation and development of one of
the oldest charity organizations in Thailand, the Thai Red Cross, in the
aspect of its interaction with the changes in from its establishment in 1893

until the early period of World War II in 1942.

From the study, it is found that the controversy between France and
Thailand concerning the frontier along the Mekong River initiated the Thai
Red Cross to set up. When the controversy came to an end, the activities of
the organization subsided as well. However, the organization was reestablish-
ed in the reign of King Rama VI by His Majesty the King himself. Thai medical
society and public welfare at that time has developed some advantages from
new technologies brought by western missionaries in King Rama III's regin. It
has led to many changes in ease prevention and alertness in public welfare,
It was His Majesty the King's kind consideration to renew the Thai Red Cross
activities to sustain the said situation. The government alone might not
have met, the needs. The management of the Thai Red Cross has been updated
to the need of the society by resuming the major role in medical treatment
and public welfare. As the mortality rate was problemactically high especia-
1ly in infants, the organization has stressed its activities on healing. pre-
venting serious illnesses, spreading public welfare education widely among
people and encouraging scientific researches which benefited medical science
and public welfare as well as giving training to youth how to take care of
their health and so forth. Moreover, when in a war situation, the organiza-

tion would convert its mission immediately and properly to relief functions.

The Thai Red Cross has been a charity organization which could adjust
its roles to the social changes and needs. Therefore, it has served the

public for a long time, up to present.
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