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This research was designed to analyze the variables which would be
able to discriminate groups of mentally healthy and mentally ill elderly,
Northern region of Thailand. The sample of this study consisted of 150
mentally healthy and 150 mentally ill elderly, collected by systematic
sampling. The interviewing questionnaire developed by the researcher was
used in collecting data for this study. The questionnaire had been
evaluated by 10 experts for content validity. The reliability of the
questionnaire was .90. The data were analyzed by using the following
statistic procedures, percentage, mean, standard diviation and discriminant

analysis. (Direct Method and Stepwise Method) .
The major findings were as follows

1. There were 14 veriables which would be able to discriminate

the groups of mentally heathy and mentally ill elderly.

2. The eleven variables which had high prominent weight of
discriminant were adequate income, size of network, amount of income, member
in family, health protection behavioy, participation in social activities,
sense of loss, social support, labour occupation, married status, and

merchant occupation.
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