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SUPRANEE NIMMONRAT : CATCHING MASS MEDIA NEWS FLOW OF BO-SANG
VILLAGERS. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSO. PROF. SIRICHAI SIRIKAYA, Ph.D.
142 PP. ISBN 974-578-405-2.

The objective of this research is to study the communication system
in village and the mass media news flow of Bo-Sang villagers. The field
research was done from March to June 1990 at Bo-Sang village, Sankampang
district, Chiangmai using qualitative techniques. The data was collected
by a researcher using these methods: depth interview with tape recorders,
participant as observer and memos.

The organised data collected from Bo-Sang villagers showed two steps
flow of communication: the interpersonal and group communication, and the
on-line radio systems. The head of the village is the gatekeeper while the
villagers are authorized to set-up the management system. They can not
manage the mass media system and therefore there is only one way that the
mass media news flows. All sub-communication systems are a joint
responsibility especially the mass media system which plays an important role
in religion, family, friends and learning institutions.

According to the mass media news flow, televisions are the main news
sources in village while radios and newspapers are minor news sources.
The villagers turn on their regular news channel before chosing any other
news they might be interested in. Later they seek for more information from
other media or friends. By doing so, they have learned to select the news by
making their own choices of news media. They are especially stimulated by
news involving conflict or vague situations. However, Some villagers choose
to seek out the news actively while the others receive it passively.
The younger generation seem to follow the news from several media while the
older generation only rely upon radio and television. They rarely accept news
from magazines and movies. nevertheless, almost all villagers are able to
learn about what is going on from the news, but it is their experience and
common sense which differentiate their comprehension.
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