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# # 5880610024 : MAJOR GOVERNMENT
KEYWORD: Minimum Wage, Labor, Entrepreneur, Government, Election, Policy,
Economy, Politics
Nattapat Sopin : THE DYNAMICS OF MINIMUM WAGE POLICY FORMATION

IN THAILAND. Advisor: Asst. Prof. Thanapan Laiprakobsup, Ph.D.

The issue of minimum wage policy is a conflict that has a big impact on the national
economy. This issue clearly has a political dimension which is seen through pressure from
various groups in order to get what they want through various channels, whether they are
political parties or interest groups. This work seeks to explain and analyze the dynamics of
minimum wage policy formulation in Thailand under various political contexts that affected the
direction of the policy. This work has these objectives; analyzing the causal factors leading to
the formulations of minimum wage policy in different political contexts, explaining the
dynamics of minimum wage policy in different political contexts, and to try to demonstrate the
connection between the political regime and the minimum wage policy. This thesis studies the
period of the Thaksin government Shinawatra to the Prayut Chan Ocha government and using
the comparison with the past history of this policy to seek a pattern.

The study shows that the formulation of the minimum wage in Thailand has a certain
general pattern throughout the history which is a pattern of incremental adjustment but the
exceptions in some cases came from special political contexts which were incentives from the
national elections. Political contexts also affect the policy in both direct and indirect ways, but
political regimes do not have a clear relationship with adjustments in minimum wage. It is the
overall political context that is more significant.
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