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The purpose of this thesis is to study the procedural problems of the
Information Disclosure Tribunal both  academic aspect and in practice. The study is
carried out by making a comparative study on procedure of tribunals in some other
countries.

The result of the study manifests that the most important problem is those
regarding the review procedure of the Information Disclosure Tribunal. The problem
arises from the lack of procedural provisions concerned at both statutory and
subordinated legislation levels. The confusion in applying law occurred in the making of
decision of the Tribunal itself and in the judgement of courts. It is found in some
Supreme Court judgements that the Court has applied law inconsistent with the power
and duty of the Tribunal as a quasi-judicial body. Another problems are the lack of
balance in making decision of the Tribunal and the lack of a compulsory provision in
giving reason to the decision. Besides, such important procedural principles as the
challenge of tribunal members and the impartiality are still not clearly specified in the
relevant Act. These may cause the people feel that their rights and freedom are not well
protected as it should be.

The procedure of the Information Disclosure Tribunal should, therefore,
be revised so as to be consistent with the function of the Tribunal as a quasi-judicial
body by making clear to the review procedure thereof. The two-tier decision should be
introduced as the balance mechanism decision making process. Certain key
procedural principles should be added in the relevant provisions. The author hopes that
it would improve the standard of decision of the Tribunal so that it would be more
acceptable by the parties concerned and the public. Moreover, it would he a measure
to prevent the arbitration of the Tribunal, which shall be the effective measure to protect
rights and liberties of the people.
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