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This thesis attempts to analyse Dr.Khien Theeravit's academic thinking on Chinese
studies and Thai foreign affairs through the examination of his numerous works on China
and Thai foreign affairs. It employs area studies approach and realism as an analytical
framework.

The central findings of the thesis are : Dr. Khien's view on China and Thai foreign
affairs was influenced by realism as well as by his own personal background as being an
idlealist. In his analysis of China’s behavior in international system he considers China to be
rational in maintaining and promoting its national interests. Some of his works, however,
indicated that he took idlealism - - what is right or what is wrong - - into consideration when
he had to take a stand on certain issues. His mix of realism and idealism also reflected in his
analysis of the practice of Thai foreign relations. As a result, Dr. Khien's analytical
approach to Chinese studies and Thai foreign affairs is unique in that it could not
superficially be classified into any particular school of thought.
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