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The purposes of this survey research were to  dy factors affecting dental caries and to study the
relationship among predisposing factors, enabling factors, reinforcing factors and dental caries. The questionnaires developed
by the researcher were randomly sent to 460 dental caries of prathom suksa six students in schools under the Bangkok
Metropolitan Administration. Four hundred and sixty questionnaires, accounting for 100 percent, were remmed. The
obtained data were analyzed in terms of percentages, means and standard deviations. The Pearson’s Product Moment
Correlation and Multiple Regression Analysis were also applied.

The results were as follows:

1 On average, the students had two dental caries each. The smdents reported that they had the first dental
caries at the age of ten. Their parents” education was at the primary level. Most of their parents were employees. The family
incomes were 5,000-10,000 Bath per month. Most smdents prefered to have fruits, soft drinks, and ice-cream.
Their knowledge, attitudes and practice on dental health were at the * good * level and the beliefs in dental health were at the
“fair’ level.

2. The predisposing factors statistically significant relating to dental caries at .05 level were: ages at the
beginning of caries, parents” education, students” dental health practice. However, knowledge, attimdes and beliefs in dental
health, age, gender, inhabitants, numbers of family members, career of parents, frequency and time of brushing were not
significantly related to dental caries.

3. Enabling factors statistically significant relating to dental caries at .05 level were: accession to
snack bar in schools, food preference on soft drink, ice cream, fruits and snacks, frequency of having snack per day, income
of parents, accession to dental accessories in department store, accession to dental television program. Factors that had no
statistical significance relating to dental caries were schools’ dental health supports, readiness of dental health supplies,
power of buying snacks and frequency of soft drink and sweet drink.

4. Reinforcing factors statistically significant relating to dental caries at .05 level were: brothers
seldomly brushed their teeth, teachers’ supervising and advising on dental health, teachers’ negligence regarding dental
screening, advertising motivation and friends’ persuation on having snacks and soft drink. Friends’dental health practice and
parents’ supervising and advising on dental health were found not to be related to dental caries of smdents significantly.
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