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The purpose of this cross-sectional, descriptive research was to study knowledge, attitude,
and caring behaviors of caregivers of schizophrenic patients at psychiatric out-patient department
King Chulalongkom Memorial Hospital.One hundred fifty-two relatives of the patients receiving
service at outpatient department  King Chulalongkormn Memorial Hospital were asked to complete
self-reported questionnaire which consisted of 4 sections; demographic data, knowledge about
schizophrenia, attitude towards schizophrenia, and caring behaviors towards schizophrenic patients.
The questionnaire constructed by the researcher was validated by opinions from experts. Pilot study
was done 30 caregivers. Statistics used inthis study were percentage, means, standard deviation,
ttest, F-test, Pearson Moment Correlation Co-efficient.

The results revealed that most of the patients were male, single age between 1540 years,
and bachelor-degree educated and duration of illness less than 10 years. The caregivers were
mostly female,age between 41-60 years, primary-school educated, Buddhist, and unemployed.
Family income was between 10,001-20,000 and over 30,000 Baht. They generally related to the
patients as mothers who have been taking care of them for more than 5 years and had spent less
than 8 hours per day.The families are members are about 4-6 persons and lived in Bangkok.
Knowledges of the caregivers was in good level.The caregivers with difference in education level,
marital status, and age had significantly different mean scores in knowledge (p<.05) the educated
caregivers had a higher mean score  knowledge than non educated,primary-school educated and
secondary-school educated .single status had a higher mean score than marriage and divorce and
age between 150 years have a higher mean score than 41-60 years. Attitude towards the patients
were in moderate level 59.86% and no significant correlation between the variables and attitude
scores. Most of the caregivers (54.60%) had good caring behaviors. There were significant
correlation between difference in sex and time spent per day of the caregivers and caring behaviors
mean scores that female had a higher mean score of caring behaviors than male and more than 18
hours spent per day have a higher mean score of caring behaviors than less than 8 hours . Attitude
were significant related to caring behavior at p< .0L |
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