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The purposes of this study were (1) to study the perception of Thai cultural traits, the
understanding of culture of the English speaking people and the ability to speak English of Liberal Arts
undergraduates in Rajamangala Institute of Technology (2) to study the relationship between the perception of Thai
cultural traits and the understanding of culture of the English speaking people of Liberal Arts undergraduates in
Rajamangala Institute of Technology (3) to study the relationship between the perception of Thai cultural traits and the
ability to speak English of the Liberal Arts undergraduates in Rajamangala Institute of Technology. The samples of
this study were 148 first year Liberal Arts undergraduates in Rajamangala Institute of Technology selected by simple
random sampling technique. The instruments used in this:research were the perception of Thai cultural traits
questionnaire, the test of understanding of culture of the English speaking people and the test of the ability to speak
English constructed by the researcher. The collected data were analyzed by means of arithmetic mean, percentage
of mean score, standard deviation and Pearson’s Product Moment Correlation.

The results of the research revealed that:

1 The Liberal Arts undergraduates had perception of Thai cultural traits at the moderate level
with mean score 3.38, the understanding of culture of English speaking people at passing the moderate level with
mean score at the percentage of 64.80 and had English speaking ability at the fair level with mean score at the
percentage of 62.36.

2. There was negative relationship between the perception of Thai cultural traits and
understanding of culture of English speaking people of the Liberal Arts undergraduates at 0.01 level of significance
with correlation coefficient of -.248. Considering by each Thai cultural trait, there were 4 traits: independence,
friendly, respectful and generous which had negative relationship with understanding of culture of English speaking
people at 0.05 level of significance. The other 6 traits had no relationship with the understanding of culture of the
English speaking people.

3. There was no relationship between the perception of Thci cultural traits and the ability to
speak English of Liberal Arts undergraduates.
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