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CHATRI PRAKITNONTHAKARN FROM OLD-SIAM TO NEW-
THAI: SOCIAL AND POLITICAL MEANINGS IN ARCHITECTURE DURING 1892-
1957 A.D.) THESIS ADVISOR:ASSOCIATE PROFESSOR SANTI
CHANTAVILASVONG, Ph.D., 286 pp. ISBN 974-17-5328-4.

This research is to present a constructive frame work of ideas and analysis of
the change in architectural and development style of ideas, belief and preferences in
society. Also taken into account are the factors changing society and politic with an
emphasis on the search of means for latency in architecture and relating to the causes
and influence of internal society with external causes. The period 1851 to 1957 is the

period of change in society from “Old-Siam” to “New-Thai” and a model for this study.

After carrying out research, it was found the world-view of “Thai Buddhist
Cosmology” challenged modern ideas in science in the last period of King Rama llI,
resulting in changing styles and ideas in architecture. The style of architecture created
according to new social ideology refers more to science. Social ideology and internal
causes of politics represented in architectural work, reflected new ideology on
“Civilization” and the governance of “Absolute Monarchy State” called “New-Siam”.
After social and political conflict, the political system and government become
“Democracy”. The Architectural work of “New-Thai” very clearly demonstrates the
modern styles of architecture. After the Second World War, the style become more
“Conservative” and the visual frame of history “New Royal — Nationalism” affected

architectural style with a return to a prefered “Traditional Style” again.
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