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Minorities at Risk™ in Thailand

Polity IV Country Report 2001: Thailand

: 1
Score2000 200 Change Authority Trends, 1948-2001 ; Thailand

Polity: 9 9 0 o
Democ: 9 9 1
Autoc: 0 0 0
Durable: 9

TR TR TR TR TR TR
Tentative: No
SCODE  THI CCODE 800 Date of Report  04/14/02

Polity IV Component Variables

XRREG XRCOMP XROPEN XCONST PARREG PARCOMP

Date of Most Recent Polity Transition (3 or more point change)
End Dete 13 September 1992 Begin Date 14 September 1992
Polity Fragmentation: No

Constitution 1997
Executive(s) Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawetra (TRT); directly elected, 6 January 2001
Bicameral:

House of Representatives (438 seats; 333 directly elected, 100 proportionally elected; most

recent elections, 6 and 29 January 2001)
Thai Love Thai Party (TRT): 248
Democratic Party (DP): 128
Legislature Thai Nation Party (PCT): 41
New Aspiration Party (PKWM): %
National Development Party (PCP): 29
Liberal Democratic Party (PST): 14
Other parties: 4
Senate (200 seats; directly elected, only non-partisans are allowed to run for office)
Judiciary  pika (Supreme Court)



Narrative Description:
Executive Recruitment; com petitive Elections (s)

The political history of modern Thailand has been dominated by the influence of the
military. Civilian rule returned to Thailand in 1992 after violent protests forced the
military to retumn to the barracks. Unlike previous attempts at civilian rule, the last
decade has seen the military accept its position outside of the political limelight (even
after the 1997 economic crisis and subsequent political instability). While the military still
has significant influence in the poltical arena, nevertheless, primary decision making
authority now rests in the hands of elected civilians.National elections since 1992 have
largely been viewed as being procedurally free and fair by international observers.
However, the influence of money continues to undermine the consolidation of
democracy in this country. The corruption and nepotism of "old-style" politicians, which
triggered military intervention in the past, remains a problem. However, in recent years
Prime Miniser Leekpai (1997-2000), widely known as "Mr. Clean," actively sought to
limit the role of patronage politics in Thailand. This effort has been institutionalized in
recent years with the strengthening of the National Electoral Commission (NEC) and the
Senate (which will serve as an oversight body for limiting corruption in the House of
Representatives). The NEC flexed its institutional power in 2000 when it disqualified
many candidates for the Senate on grounds of corruption and fraud and in 2001 when
allegations of vote-buying and electoral irregularities caused the election commission to
run fresh elections in over 60 constituencies. However, money and corruption continue
to infect the upper echelons of Thai politics. Facing considerable domestic political
pressure, in July 2001 the Constitutional Court acquitted Prime Minister Shinawatra of
charges of deliberately concealing his assets during the run up to the 2001 elections.

Executive Constraints: parity or Subordination (7)

Thailand is a parliamentary democracy in which the premier is directly accountable to
the legislative branch.  recent years the judiciary has been largely independent from
executive branch interference. However, during the impeachment process of Prime
Minister Shinawatra during the first half of 2001, the Constitutional Court faced
considerable political pressure and allegations of judiciary corruption were widespread.

Political Participation: political Liberalization: Limited/Decreasing Overt Coercion (9)
Political parties in Thailand are largely based on flexible patronage networks. Parties do
not generally offer platforms or represent particular ideologies and electoral campaigns



continue to be influenced by vote-buying and party violence. Despite these problems,
Thailand has made significant strides in recent years to limit the role of "old style
politics' and institutionalize democratic political procedures. However, the impeachment
process of Prime Minister Shinawatra during 2001 showed just how fragile these
democratic procedures and practices are in Thailand. Open warnings of violent street
protests if the Prime Minister were to be evicted from office were routinely heard during
the first half of 2001. Moreover, while long recognized to have one of the freest presses
in Asia, since coming to office in 2001 Prime Minister Thaksin Shinawatra has endured
significant domestic and international criticism for curbing Thailand's media.
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