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The purposes of this research were to survey the attitudes toward premarital sex
of students and to investigate the relationship between the perception of family functioning,
the level of self-esteem and the attitudes toward premarital sex of students. 1,825 high school
students from government school had completed the questionnaires consisting of: The
demographic data questionnaire, Chulalongkorn Family Inventory, Coopersmith Self-Esteem
Inventory and The questionnaire about attitudes toward premarital sex.

The results of the research were as follows.  most students (28.2%) the scores
of the attitudes toward premarital sex were within the highest risk level ( percentile 0 to 25).
The mean score in male students was lower than in female, which reflected more risky
attitudes. The difference was significant at p<0.01. Students with lower grades had lower
mean score than those with higher grades (p<0.01). The perception of family functioning and
the level of self-esteem were significantly correlated with the attitudes toward premarital sex
(p<0.01).
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