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JIRAWAT SAENGTHONG: EVERYDAY LIFE OF THE SIAMESE IN BANGKOK,
1883-1932. THESIS ADVISOR: SUVIMOL ROONGCHAROEN, 249 pp. ISBN
974-17-4284-3.

This thesis aims to study the everyday life of the Siamese in Bangkok during 1883-1932,
focusing on the change in the way of life in relation to the change in the physical landscape of the
urban city of Bangkok. Social life of the Bangkok urbanites began to transform from that of
riverine based to land based in 1883 when more new roads were constructed and the center of
social activities as well as choice of residences shifted toward roadside.

By 1883, Bangkok also became a trading center in its own right and more of its residents
were engaged in a variety of trade and profession, accumulating greater wealth of their own and
for their families. The growth of modern education system and the introduction of new social
activities brought forth a new generation of Bangkok urbanites who were mostly government
officials, businessmen and professionals. After WW 1, largely because of the expansion of certain
manufacturing industries for domestic consumption and their changing worldview, this new
generation of Bangkok urbanites gradually created their own consumption taste, leisure and way
of life. Their economic status and social role were increasingly apparent and in many ways
rivaled those of the old elite. Such social transformation was, among others, responsible for their
demand for greater political participation. Many of them eventually became leaders of the 1932
Coup and others were its supporters.
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