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This thesis examines public participation in mangrove forest management, focusing on
problems, obstacles and limitations as well as the levels and appropriate pattems of public
organization, regarding to mangrove forest management. It aims to provide guidelines to
establish concerning laws, by which public rights on said matter are fully assured.

The government, though, monopolizes the authority of mangrove forest management;
they cannot accomplish the objective efficiently. The mangrove forest continues declining and
critically deteriorating. The local habitants in adjacent area, meanwhile, organize their own
groups with the intention of mangrove area management. They settle not only regulations on
mangrove forest utilization but also measures to protect and restore mangrove forest condition for
their sustainable way of life. Section 46 and 56 of Thai Constitution B.E. 2540 attest public rights on
natural resource management but they are not applied in managing mangrove forest yet. The
Forest Act BEE. 2484, Forest Conservation Act BE. 2507 and National Park Act BE. 2504,
besides, do not assure public rights on this issue.

The study revealed that local people could manage mangrove forest efficiently. The
government, therefore, should enact related laws to ensure public rights in conformity with
current Constitution. | would recommend the laws should cover all leyels of participation such
as information reception, opinion expression, assessment, decision-making, cooperating and
side effect sharing as well as appropriately regulate public organizations. | recommend the
laws on public rights in mangrove forest management should be enforced in conformity with
the constitution. Besides, Forest Act BE. 2484, Forest Conservation Act BE. 2507 and
National Park Act B.E. 2504 should be amended on the same reason. This not only promotes
the efficiency of public participation in mangrove forest management but also is in
accordance with the constitution.
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