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The research object of this thesis is Greater Mekong Subregional(GMS) Economic 
Cooperation, which was initiated by Thailand and led by Asian Development 
Bank(ADB) in the 1990’ร of the 20th century. It mainly studies the foundation and 
motive power, benefits and contradictions, difficulties and prospect, coordination and 
conflicts of subreginal cooperation. It focuses on studying the puiposes, benefits, roles 
and development opportunities of Thailand and China in GMS cooperation.

Greater Mekong Subregion(GMS) refers to the adjacent area of Indochinese 
Peninsula five countries and Yunnan Province of China linked up by the 
Lancang-Mekong River, which boasts 2.33 million km2’s land and 250 million 
population. It is abundant in natural and human resources. The market potential is huge 
and economic complement is strong. However, the infrastructure is very backward.

Greater Mekong Subregional(GMS) Economic Cooperation is to form a hexagonal 
economic zone(economic circle) in the adjacent area of Myanmar, Laos, Thailand, 
Cambodia, Vietnam five countries and Yunnan Province of China, bring different 
countries’ advantages into full play, achieve resources complement, jointly develop and 
exploit the Mekong River water resources, establish water and land international 
passages from Yunnan Province to the Indochinese Peninsula, promote the resources 
development and trade convenience, achieve joint development and common benefits.

I think the GMS Cooperative Mechanism led by the Asian Development Bank is 
the successful model of six countries’ economic, trade, scientific and technological 
cooperation. Projects playing the leading role, this mechanism emphasizes time-limited 
efficacy, makes transportation and energy infrastructure construction as the key 
projects of subregional priority cooperation. From 1992 to 2002, it has gone through ten 
years’ journey. This mechanism has pushed forward the progress of North-South 
Economic Passage and regional electric power etc. projects. The advantages of 
subreginal cooperation lie in the following aspects: the cooperation is voluntary and 
informal and pragmatistic; the cooperative different parties took little risk in politics 
and economy; this mechanism is helpful to achieve common goals; the cooperation has 
a broad prospect. ..
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