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SAHACHAI' JAMPRASITSKUL : THE USE OF VIOLENCE IN THE PROTEST
AGAINST THE OPENING OF THE THAILAND TANTALUM INDUSTRY FACTORY
IN PHUKET PROVINCE. THESIS ADVISOR : ASSIST. PROF. CHANTANA
BANPASIRICHOTE, Ph.D., 215 pp. ISBN 974-03-1508-9.

The objective of this research is to study the conditions that lead to violence in
the protest against the opening of the Thailand Tantalum Industry Factory  Phuket
province. This study confines within the political, economic, and social contexts of
Phuket from the pre-protest period to its ending. The hypothesis is that the conditions
leading to violence are hased on the observation that violence is used as a means to
achieve the goal rather than the dissatisfaction or anger caused by frustration from the
risk of severe pollution in the future that could affect the people's lives. The data was
gathered from the documents related to the event, the supreme court verdict, witness
testimonies, and the interviews with the former protesters. The findings of the study
indicate that the violence happened in the situation of poorly organized and unprepared
mass demonstration. The conditions that lead to the use of violence in this case are the
lack of progress  conflict resolution, the condition of inefficient communication in the
mass demonstration, and the psychological conditions among the mass as a result of
unclear situations.
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