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This research aims to study social impacts of community empowerment process for solving substance
abuse. It was conducted in two communities in the Eastern Region of Thailand. A main objective of the study is
to compare two different approaches of community empowerment process, proposed by the Ministry of Interior
and the Office of the Narcotics Control Board (ONCB). Two research methods were mainly used to collect
data; documentary research and field research.

The research indicated that the ONCB’s approach of the community empowerment process provided
more positive social impacts, helping villagers to solve the problems of substance abuse in sustainable ways
and to increase the community organizations’ potentials for learning to deal with other community’s problems,
than that of the Ministry of Interior’s. Although these two approaches principally had the same goal and
objectives to accomplish, they distinctively practiced in different ways. The research found that the government
officers, who took responsible for the approach of the Ministry of Interior, performed as it was their duty to get
a quick result rather than intended to support the community to solve the drug problems and to improve
people’s quality of life. They actually were forced by the government to deal with the campaign of ‘community
empowerment’ to overcome dmg problems with a specific deadline  December 2004. Consequently, they had
to finish their all processes of community empowerment within a short period and to solve the problems in
quantity without any concerns of their outcomes and impacts. Practically, they mainly focused on the number
of participants in all activities. They gave a priority to provide a list of drug abusers and send them to participate
in the government’s treatment system or specific camps without any appropriate follow-up activities. They
were not concerned about any consequences of their improper performance, in particular the people’s confusion
of a real and practical community empowerment process. In contrast, ONBC’s approach of community
empowerment process gave priority to people’s participation as a vital principle and practice. Therefore, the
villagers had opportunities to learn by themselves how to solve their problems of substance abuse in sustainable
way through their community organizations. However, it still was not obvious that the ONCB'’s approach
supported any other sustainable development activities.
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