2544

ISBN 974-17-0400-3



THAM KHWAN RUA CHANTS AND RITES OF THE SOUTHERN THAI :

THE CREATION AND THE TRANSMISSION

Miss Umarin Tularak

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts in Comparative Literature
Department of Comparative Literature
Faculty of Arts
Chulalongkom University
Academic Year 2001

ISBN 974-17-0400-3



......... A4 7 IS M




. . (THAM
KHWAN RUA CHANTS AND RITES OF THE SOUTHERN THAI : THE CREATION AND THE

TRANSMISSION) . oL , 369. ISBN 974-17-0400-3.
3
10 10 9
29
2
4
7
1
28 32
6
3
awiledoiian .........(: 2 CANANIINR VLA L
awileFoernsdinliom ... "/‘71‘ .....

- A S R '
2544 A0UFDDIITINUTABIT W oo



#1#4280232722: MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE
KEY WORD: THAM KHWAN/THAM KHWAN RUA/SOUTHERN THAILAND/FOLKLORE

Umarin Tularak: THAM KHWAN RUA CHANTS AND RITES OF THE SOUTHERN THAI: THE

CREATION AND THE TRANSMISSION. THESIS ADVISOR: ASST.PROF.TRISILPA

BOONKHACHORN, Ph.D., 369 pp. ISBN 974- 17- 0400- 3

The purpose of this thesis is to compare Tham Khwan Rua chants and rites from Chumphon,
Nakhon S Thammarat and Surat Thani in terms of form, content as well as creating and transmitting
processes. Among the 29 chants studied,10 are from Chumphon, 10 from Nakhon Si Thammarat and
9 from Surat Thani.

The study revealed the influences of Buddhism, Animism and the belief in Khwan on the
Than Khwan Rua chants and rites. Tham Khwan Rua fites can be categorized into 2 kinds, namely
those for fishing vessels and those for racing canoes. The Tham Khwan rites for fishing vessels are
found in three provinces whereas those for racing canoes are found only in Chumphon and Surat
Thari. The rites in all the three provinces are performed in similar ways; the difference lies in the
charts employed. These rites can be divided into two types: those performed by chanters or Mo
Khwan and those performed by the owners of the vehicles or people associated with them. The rites
practiced by Mo Khwans involve more complicated steps in preparing the ritual settings and in
performing.

The Tham Khwan Rua chants are in 4 kinds: the "master” version presumably derived from
the original one, the version adapted from chants for other rites, the newly created version and the
prayer-like version. A Tham Khwan Rua chant might be said to have 7 parts: the Panegyric; the
Congregation of the gods; the Homage to teachers; the Invocation of the gods; the Invocation of the
vehicle's guardian spirit (Mae Ya Nang)\ the Invitation for the gods to leave and the Prayers for
blessing and permission to take the offerings; and the Prayers for water consecration. The verse
forms employed in the Tham Khwan Rua chants are similar to Rai, Kap Chabang 16, Kap Yani 11,
Kap Surangkhanang 28, and Kap Surangkhanang 32

The transmission of the Tham Khwan Rua chants is oral and involves dynamic textual
charges in the process. The maintenance and creation of the chants by Mo Khwan can be classified
into 6 kinds: adding versified parts, adapting chants for other rites for the Tham Khwan Rua purpose,
inserting texts excerpted from chants for other rites, combining several versions of Tham Khwan Rua
charts, repeating some parts of the chants employed, and creating a totally new version. The function
of the Tham Khwan Rua rites and chants is threefold-psychological, cultural and pertaining to

socialization process.
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