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This research ! at studying conversational dominance in formal and informal
communicative situations. The data include 3 types of conversation: public interview 5public discussion
and casual conversation, which vary in the ascending order of formality. Conversational dominance is
defined in this study in terms of two conversational dimensions: the quantitative dominance and the
interactional dominance. Both concepts are adapted from the dominating strategies in conversation as
proposed by Linell (1990) .

The study shows that there are 3 patterns of conversational dominance. First is the
dominance by one single participant in both the quantitative and the interactional dimension. Second
is the dominance by more than one participant, each of whom dominates either quantitatively or
interactionally. Third is the dominance by one participant in only one dimension, which is the
interactional dimension. Itis discovered that the pattern of conversational dominance varies according
to the level of formality of the communicative situation. In casual conversation, which is the least
formal of all the data, all three patterns are found. In public discussion, which is moderately formal,
two patterns are found. In public interview, which is the most formal, only one pattern is found,
which is also in accordance with the accepted norm of such conversation. It is the dominance by

multiple participants, each of whom dominates only quantitatively or interactionally.
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