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KEY WORD IDENTITY AND MEANING OF PLACE/ EXISTENTIAL SPACE/

LOCAL DISTRICT/ CULTURAL COMMUNITY
KANOKWAN HIRANRAT: IDENTITY AND MEANING OF PLACE IN THE DISTRICT
OF KLONG ONG-ARNG - SAPANHUN. THESIS ADVISOR: ASSO. PROF. LERSOM
SATHAPITANONDA. THESIS COADVISOR: ASSO. PROF. TIPSUDA PATUMANON,

D.Arch. 144 pp. ISBN 974-53-2290-3

Dwelling in a certain place, human beings create relationships with their environment,
and through meaningful relationships, identity and meaning ofplace is formed. Any districts called
-place” reflect "images of lives" in district through physical features and human's activities that
bring about meaning of place. History of district and of communities collected in the lived-space
concretized the place, and eventually the identity is created. Today, identity and meaning of
place are gradually faded by the impact of modernized society. However if the organization depth
created from the solidly constructed web of life in every level of dwelling - - family level,
neighborhood level, and district level - - will help sustain their identity and meaning of place.

The district of Klong Ong-amg - Sapanhun has been a place that deeply dwelled by
inhabitants for several generations. It maintains a “place of life" through its daily life and festive
life. The tight physical environment of the community has created the physical close-knit
relationship of the inhabitants and has merged them into the image of “web of families." Living
along the narrow alleys, they dwell in the *environment of possibilities" made up by the “web of
paths.” Moreover, a number of small shrines represent sacred spaces that unite the dwellers'
faiths together. Consequently, the district of Klong Ong-arng - Sapanhun has become the place
where identity and meaning of “place of life" is presence.

Due to the uniqueness of the Klong Ong-amg - Sapanhun district, this research focuses
on understanding of its identity and meaning. Eight-month-field observations are conducted to
analyze the experiential and existential data through the ground and the process of
Phenomenology and Psychology in Architecture. The observation process includes intervie ,
sketches, photograph, and records. The web of families data are collected through five families.
First, a family with strong community characteristics is selected as a “primary family." Later,
“associated families" with their life stories related with the first one are participatory observed.
The “path oflife" is analyzed through the living of the five families on the different alleys, Trok
Ya-choon, Trok See-fok-nor and Trok Lao-yai. As the result of above process, the analysis of
identities and meanings of place of the district of the Klong Ong-amg - Sapanhun presents five
category of *place oflife" including ‘place of web of families - web oflife," ‘place of
neighborliness" ‘place ofdialoging community,” ‘place of festive life," and ‘place of merit culture.”

Finally, the research reveals meaningful relationship factors that help to create 'life' in
the new place; ‘home oflife," “village ofneighborliness,” ‘dialoging community,” ‘district for festive
life,” and ‘district of cultural society.” These characters can be found in a physical environment
with the culture  small space that fulfills human needs and interweave the district to be wholly
stronger and sustainable. The new meaningful place can allow human to take his place to make
his dwelling be manifested.
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