..1900 - 1920

2544
ISBN 974-03-1535-6

| 204444 4G



A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF ANTON CHEKHOV ' AND GEORGE BERNARD SHAW '
SOCIAL PLAYS, 1900- 1920

Miss Piyanoot Rattananukool

A Thesis Submitted in Partial Fulfillment of the Requirements
for the Degree of Master of Arts in Comparative Literature
Department of Comparative Literature
Faculty of Arts
Chulalongkorn University
Academic Year 2001
ISBN 974-03-1535-6



..1900-1920




. .1900-1920 (A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF ANTON CHEKHOV ' AND GEORGE
BERNARD SHAW ' SOCIAL PLAYS, 1900- 1920) . Lo ,
200 . ISBN 974 - 03-1535- 6.

TeheSss  TeCuy Gfad
Mr Biz  Hebek He 5 Ty

Hetek Hie

244



##4180150822: MAJOR COMPARATIVE LITERATURE

KEYWORD: COMPARATIVE STUDY / CHEKHOV / SHAW / SOCIAL PLAY
PIYANOOT = RATTANANUKOOL : A COMPARATIVE STUDY OF ANTON CHEKHOV ' AND GEORGE
BERNARD SHAW ' SOCIAL PLAYS, 1900 - 1920 THESIS ADVISER: ASST. PROF. MR. KONGKARN

TAVEDHIKUL.,200 pp. ISBN 974- 03-1535 - 6.

The comparative study of four major plays in this thesis—-fem%&md Tﬂ?@m}@j’ﬂdy Chekhov and I\m

d y Shaw— has three objectives: to explore the influence of literary works ofone nation on those of another,

to compare the two playwrights' forms of social consciousness presented in the plays and to analyze these works by using a Marxist theory.

The study showed that before Shaw was influenced by Chekhov, both writers had had similar techniques of creating group
characters and presenting internal human behaviors. Later, Shaw adopted Chekhov's techniques of plot creation, portrayal of characters
ignorant of social problems, symbolization and use of connotative language. In writing the play abounding in
Chekhovian influence, Shaw improved on Chekhov's techniques while maintaining his own style ofwriting by presenting the authorial self
and opting for a humorous tone. In this respect, Shaw differed from Chekhov who preferred an “objective” dramatic presentation and a
melancholy tone. Regarding social consciousness, both playwrights expose similar social problems during times of crisis, namely estranged
relationships among social members, ideological conflicts and their countries decline. Moreover, their plays reflect the fellow citizens'
shortcomings, which are ignorance of changes in the outside world, uncritical perceptions of social problems, lack ofaction to improve one’s
society and concern for one’s own benefits rather than the common good. Both playwrights propose that the cures for these social ills lie in
the rejection of flawed behavioral patterns and social values including materialism, hard and fast adherence to moral and educational values,
judgment of people’s worth by their class standings. Chekhov, however, looks at the desired change of social values in a more inclusive
manner than Shaw. He suggests that new meanings should be given to work, love and tradition. These “new” values will be necessary for the
stabilization of the modem Russian society. In addition, in studying these four plays, Robert Cox’s Political Economy theory can also help
explain the conflicts between characters, which mirror the conflicts between different social groups during the period of social crisis. In
Chekhov's plays, the main conflict is that between the middle class and the gentry. The other characters who represent the intelligentsia, the
youth and the lower class also react to the changing society to maintain or achieve the social status and roles they want. On the other hand,
the conflict ~ Shaw's plays shows the incongruity between the conservatives and the liberals. Both sides struggle to be the leading group in

the British society.
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