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(Pre-Modern Society)

(Modern Society)L

Concepts Pre-Modern Society Modern Society
Economy Agrarian Society Capitalism
Pre-industrial Industrial Society
Simple Division of Urban Society
Labour Economic Surplus
“Fordism"*

Trans-National Companies

Politics Feudalism Democracy, Socialism
Community Nation State (developed)
Complexity
Cultural Concepts Religious Belief System Reason
Traditional Society Progress
Science

*

"Fordism" takes its name from Henry Ford, the American car manufacturer at the turn of the
20hcentury. The concept itself describes a particular form of economic process based on the idea
of a production line - a way of producing cars that broke the overall production process down
into hundreds (or thousands) of small, individualised, highly-specialised, parts. By introducing a

1Sociological Pathways, http:/ww.sociology.org.ukiplline.html
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complex division of labour, Ford reasoned that costs could be lowered and profits increased.
A key element of “Fordism", therefore, was the rationalisation of the production process -
something that was made possible by the application of machinery (and hence very much a
characteristic of the modern period).
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