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This research aims at examining the speech act of reprimanding in Thai. The data
elicited includes conversations from six novels as well as daily interaction where the
researcher participated or observed.

Itis found that Thai speakers adopt both direct and indirect strategies of reprimanding.
The direct strategies include cursing and using words or idioms with negative meaning.
The indirect strategies consist of 5 substrategies. That is, using verbal irony with sarcastic
intent, using metaphor to criticize the target, using euphemism, using ambiguous insults,
and attacking others related to the target. It is also found that the speaker sometimes uses
supporting strategies which include using words expressing negative feeling towards the
target. It is also found that expressions used in the act of reprimanding reflect some
values in the Thai society. For instance, being aggressive or not obedient to elders and
talking against others are considered unacceptable in the society. Being a slow thinker or
having dark complexion are considered to be inferior in the Thai culture.

terms of the effect to the target, this study reveals that the act of reprimanding can
threaten the target in 3 ways. That is, showing that the target is not recognized by the

speaker, showing that the target is not accepted to the society, and dissociating the target.
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