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ALCOHOL ADVERTISING

Wide supportfor
lim its on TV ads

Academics, young

people in agreement

Anjira Assavanonda

A cademics and young people yester-

day lenttheirsupportto a proposed
ban on advertising alcohol benveen the
hours of 5am and 10pm.

The issue was raised at a Health Pro-
motion Foundation seminar on how
society could benefit from restrictions
on the advertising ofalcoholic beverages.

The ban was proposed by the Edu-
cation Ministry, the Don't Drive Drunk
Foundation, and academics concerned
thatalcohol advertising E)rom oted drink-
ing among young people.

Companies that manufacture alcoholic
beverages said the ban would have a
significant impact on their spending,
but campaigners said it was time to
bring commercial under control.

"The more alcohol is advertised, the
more fatalities it will cause," said Don't
Drive Drunk Foundation president Sena-
tor Damrong Puttan.

Resedrch indicates one-third of secon-
dary and university students are drinkers.

More than halfstarted drinkinéq hefore
the age of 15, and the heaviest drinkers
were aged 25-29.

Drinking habits were influenced partly
by advertising, studies show. A beer
company disclosed recently that sales

increased 10% after using TV stars to
endorse its products.

Research also showed that about 2.5
billion baht was spent annually on
%I\?ohol advertising, with 81% going to

The largest proportion of the adver-

tising budget for alcohol in 2000 was
spent on beer followed by whisky, wine
and then others.

Education lecture Sinrhudecha
said the ban should De total.

"Mcohol ads are no use and should
be hanpph hilt ifit's hard to do tiiat, ai
least we should make sure ads after
|Onm are not too temr,tine Jor young
peonlp." she saiu.

ihammasat UniversitK engineering
student Suranam Panichkarn said he
was pleased the government was
imposini controls.

"Drinking has become trendy among
teenagers today, and advertising is surely
one of the causes,” said Mr Suranam.

He doubted whether the 17-hour ban
would be sufficient.

Education  deput permanent-
secretary Jaruayporn Thoranin said he
also wanted a ban on alcohol sales at
petrol stations and on using presenters

television advertising. Manufacturers
would be asked to print warnings on
product labels.

The proposals will go next week to a
traffic-safety panel chaired by Deputy
Prime Minister Chaturon Chalsaeng.
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