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The word "dwelling”, as the heart of human existence, implies the establishment of a meaningful relationship
between man and a given environment. Psychologically, to dwell is to bury ‘the seed of life” in the ground that allows the
inhabitants to engrave the essence of their lives.  this respect, a private dwelling—the house, is a privileged entity for a
phenomenological study of the intimate value of inside space that can be taken in both its unity and complexity. Besides, the
lived space, or existential space, which has been created from the inhabitants' daily activities along with their collective
experiences, reveals not merely one’s way of life but also the microcultural pattern of a society as well.

As time goes by, dwellers have gathered their experiences and created a unique environment in the lived space.
The house goes beyond being a basic component of everyday life.  fact, the house has interwoven our past and present
together, while welcoming the coming of the future.  Given the past, the present, and the future the house takes on different
dynamisms. The house therefore serves as ‘a cradle of life", “a life-giving retreat”, “a microcosmos of family life”, “a museum
oflife”, and “a never-ending lived architecture”. ~ essence, the house is the manifestation of the dwellers” multivarious whole
of “being-in-the-world”. Hence the Thai house, which has heen built according to the conditions of climate, topography,
technology, and resources, mirrors the Thai way of life vis-a-vis the way people use space. Unfortunately, this cultural
heritage, which allows the inhabitants dwell well and sustainably, has been disappearing from Thai society little by little.

This research is a study of the way dwellers use of space, or the proxemics, in Thai houses at Ban Khlong Lamsali.
The study specifically pays attention to the sufficient way of life, which reveals the dialectic relationships to the worthwhile use
of space inside the house. Field observations of the area lasting six months were made. During this time, experimental and
experiential data including oral history, sketches, and photos were gathered. The situational analysis of the data is grounded
in the knowledge and process of Phenomenology and Architectural Psychology.

Beginning with a study of the life stories of three families; Mariam’s family, Kularb’s family, and the Sani family, who
reside  the area of Ban Khlong Lamsali, the research investigates the study of three houses, while at the same time
focusing on the study of the use of space and time in each house. The proxemic study is based on plans and photos
representing activities in each area of the house. The analysis of the physical and psychological dimensions in dwelling is
grounded in the family’s stories together with sketches and photos reflecting ‘the here of life” of the dwelling place. Based on
the analysis of dwelling dimensions, the analysis of character and meaning of space yields five spatial characters;
multifunctional space, space in space, dialogical space, multisensory space, and changeable / growable / moveable space.
These multidimensional dwelling spaces consequently generate five meanings of ‘the house of life’—the house as the place
for “stories oflife”, “‘comer of life”, “dialogical life”, touch oflife", and “growable life", all of which bring about the “quality of life".
Finally, the five meanings of the house of life will be put forward as a source of a possible paradigm for a sustainable Thai
dwelling which can be perfectly interwoven into the Thai context, both environmentally and socio-culturally.
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